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Presentation Notes
The Coastal Region encompasses roughly the Washington coast from Cape Flattery to the mouth of the Columbia River.  

In the northern WRIAs, land use is dominated by  Olympic National Park and Olympic National Forest
	The major river corridors begin in the Olympic Mountains
	Population density is sparse, and there is only one incorporated  city (Forks) and numerous small rural communities.

In the southern portion of the region (the Chehalis and Willapa Basins) land use is still dominated by forestry, but with concentrations of agriculture and numerous incorporated cities and small rural communities.



Area:  640,000 acres

Population:  9,126

Miles of fish bearing 

 stream:  935

Total shoreline miles:  58

Listed species:  
Lake Ozette sockeye
bull trout

WRIA 20 -
 

SOLEDUCK

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All streams that drain into the Pacific Ocean from Cape Flattery to the south extent of the Hoh basin.

The largest basin is the Quillayute (includes the Dickey, Calawah, Bogachiel, and Soleduck). Other basins in the WRIA are the Waatch, Sooes, Ozette, and Hoh; along with several small independent streams.

Annual rain fall in this WRIA is the highest in the state (ranging from 80” near the coast to 240” in the Olympic Mountains).

Significant area within the Olympic National Forest that has never been logged. 
	These areas provide refugia for fish and allow comparisons between managed and unmanaged conditions within the same sub-	basin.

Dominated by
	Sitka spruce in the lowlands
	western hemlock and Pacific silver fir in the higher elevations.

Tribal partners in this WRIA include:
	Makah
	Quillayute
	Hoh






Area:  755,000 acres

Population:  4,500

Miles of fish bearing 

 stream:  550

Total marine shoreline:  

 50 miles

Listed species:  bull trout

WRIA 21 –
 

QUEETS/QUINAULT
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Presentation Notes
Includes the area from Kalaloch Creek in the north, south to Conner Creek just north of the Ocean Shores peninsula.

Watersheds in this WRIA include the Queets/Clearwater, Raft, Quinault, Moclips, and Copalils River systems; along with several small streams.

Like WIRA 20, this WRIA also contains a large contiguous area of undisturbed (not logged) habitat in the Olympia National Forest.

Tribal Partners:
	the entire WRIA is part of the QIN Usual and Accustomed Fishing and Hunting Area.
	and the Quinault Reservation is contained within this WRIA (approximately 207,000 acres which is actively managed)




	





Area:  2,520 square miles

Population:  140,000

Miles of fish bearing 

 stream:  1,915

Total marine shoreline:  
99 miles

Listed species:  bull trout

WRIA 22/23 –
 

CHEHALIS BASIN
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Presentation Notes
The Chehalis Basin is one of the larger river basins in the state.  
	Encompasses just under 2,600 square miles.  

The geographic boundaries combine WRIAs 22 (Lower) and 23 (Upper).
	Runs from the Olympic Mountains in the north,
	south to the Willapa Hills, 
	and is bounded on the east by the Deschutes river basin.

It includes seven major river systems and several small systems that flow into Grays Harbor.

Tribal Partners:
	The Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis reservation is within the Chehalis Basin.





Area:  742,225 acres

Population:  21,300

Miles of fish bearing stream:  

 1,318

Total marine shoreline:  
188 miles

Listed species:  bull trout

WRIA 24 –
 

WILLAPA BASIN
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Presentation Notes
The Willapa Basin extends from the North River Watershed east to the Naselle watershed, and south to the Bear River watershed that separates Willlapa Bay from the Lower Columbia.  

It includes the Willapa Bay estuary with over 100 miles of shoreline.  

The Willapa watershed is considered the most productive coastal ecosystem remaining in the continental US
	The Pacific Flyway crosses the Willapa Basin and is a major feeding and resting area for migrating shorebirds, waterfowl and other 	species.
	Its eel grass beds and marshlands provide critical habitat for over 70 species of migratory birds.

Tribal Partners:
	Shoalwater Bay 





Habitat types:  
temperate rain forest
coastal temperate forest
dune and sea cliff grasslands
coastal pine forests
salt and freshwater marshes
Sitka spruce swamps

COASTAL REGION

Dominate land use:
forestry 
agriculture

http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=2714006


WASHINGTON COAST SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON PARTNERSHIP

(WCSSP)2007
• Area Lead Entities prepared formal request to the GSRO for recognition of 
the WCSSP and submitted grant request to SRFB to further the efforts.

• Grays Harbor County was designated as the fiscal/administrative agent for 
the region.

• Planning group formed to assess the benefits and concerns of forming a 
coastal regional organization.

• Planning group developed a work plan and hired a consultant to facilitate 
Planning Group meetings.

• Consultant interviewed 28 stakeholders to identify and understand local 
interests, ideas, commonalities, benefits, and concerns for the region.

• Planning group developed a report that identified the benefits and concerns 
of regionalizing, chose a preference, and made recommendations on what 
issues and functions the regional organization should undertake.



WASHINGTON COAST SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON PARTNERSHIP

(WCSSP)
Regional Structure:  Federation with Strong Lead Entities

Concerns:

1. Fairness of the process.

2. Additional level of bureaucracy.

3. Difficulties in achieving consensus of member groups.

4. Local groups could have unrealistic expectations of the regional 
organization.

5. Smaller projects could get lost in the larger process.

6. Costs and time commitments for participants.

7. Limits on current staffing capacity if it limits participation.

8. Loss of control.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The structure chosen for the coast region is a federation with strong lead entities.
	
	Throughout the discussions it was emphasized that having one voice to communicate the common needs of the coast would be beneficial for salmonid recovery and preservation.  

	However, the idea of maintaining the identity of the existing Lead Entity groups was emphasized.  The geographic and ecosystem needs unique to each Lead Entity area will be recognized in this new structure.

	And, the Lead Entity Coordinators will continue to serve key coordinating roles in relation to the regional structure and function.

CONCERNS INCLUDED:



WASHINGTON COAST SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON PARTNERSHIP

(WCSSP)

Recovery in the Coastal Region is linked to sustainability of 
all salmon and not only recovery of ESA-listed stocks.

Regional Issues:

1.Protect existing healthy habitats and help recover diminished 
populations throughout the coast.

2.Provide a coordinated region wide approach for identification of data 
gaps, developing financial strategies, and promoting project 
development and funding.

3.Bring more attention and funding to the need to save functional habitat 
and prevent further degradation of diminished salmonid stocks.

4.Maintain the local approach to project identification.



WASHINGTON COAST SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON PARTNERSHIP

(WCSSP)
2008 - 2009
• Develop a work plan and budget for remainder of  biennium.

• Finalize the Inter-local Agreement.

• Create Steering Committee for formation of Policy Board.

• Finalize and formalize the Policy Board.



WASHINGTON COAST SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON PARTNERSHIP

114 East Chance A La Mer NE, Suite G
Ocean Shores, WA  98569

Nancy Allison, Executive Director

WCSSP@coastaccess.com

Office: (360) 289-2499
Cell:  (360) 580-9305
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