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What’s New in 2026? 
Forestland Preservation Category 

Purpose 

Provides money to acquire a less-than-fee-simple interest to preserve 
opportunities for timber production and may include environmental 
enhancement or restoration of the land acquired. 

Who may apply? 

• Cities and towns 
• Counties 
• Nonprofit nature conservancies 
• Washington State Conservation Commission 

Is a plan required? 

No 

What types of projects are eligible? 

• Acquisition of property rights through a conservation easement or lease. 
• Combination of acquisition and environmental enhancement or 

restoration. 

What are the grant limits? 

$500,000 

How much match must the project sponsor contribute? 

Cities, counties, and nonprofit nature conservancies—50 percent. 
Washington State Conservation Commission—no match required. 

How is the project evaluated? 

An advisory committee evaluates a written application and scores the project. 

When are applications due 

April 30, 2026 

When are grants awarded? 

June 2027 estimate 
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What’s new this year? 

• Combination projects. 
• Cost increases allowed. 
• Removed the non-state, non-federal match requirement. 
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