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Washington Coast Region

• 5,900 square miles
• 200,000 people
• 69% - 81% forested (per WRIA)
• 8 salmonid species

• 118 populations
• 2 ESA listed – Lake Ozette sockeye, bull trout

• Estuary and nearshore support statewide 
populations



Lead Entities in the 
Coast Region
• North Pacific Coast LE
• Quinault Indian Nation LE
• Chehalis River LE
• Willapa Bay LE



Salmon populations have declined over time

Data source: State of Salmon in Watersheds 2018



Salmon and Local 
Economies



Sustainability

Salmon runs that endure as integral parts of 
the Washington Coast Region’s ecosystems, 

economies, and cultures



Strategies

• Education/Outreach
• Habitat Protection and Restoration
• Harvest and Hatcheries
• Economic Tools
• Regulatory Effectiveness



All-H Coordination

• Actions identified as important in regional 
salmon plan

• Different stakeholder groups, independent 
discussions

• Culvert example – ripe for coordination

Photo: WDFW

Photo: Luke Kelly



Habitat Diversity

Species, life history 
diversity

Sustainability in 
numbers



Habitat diversity starts with the landscape

1990 2016



How Effective Are Washington Forest Practice Rules?
Passive ecological restoration is not enough in the near-term



Pilot Watershed 
Restoration

• Goal is top-to-bottom restoration of 
individual watershed in 5 years

• Watershed-scale approach
• 1. Assess, 2. Diagnose, 3. Plan/Prioritize, 4. 

Implement, 5. Evaluate
• Integrate science with landowner 

participation, existing plans, and local 
knowledge

• Concept from Oregon coho business plan
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Final Thoughts 
(for today)

• Coast salmon plan focuses on sustainability - ecological and economics

• Habitat, hatchery, and harvest actions all impact ecological and economic 
sustainability

• More work is needed among a broader group of stakeholders to coordinate 
and plan all-H actions

• Pilot watersheds may provide a natural experiment on fish responses to 
habitat actions under different levels of hatchery influence
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