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OVERALL PROJECT FUNDING
(ACQUISITION THROUGH CONSTRUCTION) 

The Funding Picture

Grant Dollars – 20.8 million

Local Dollars – 6.3 million

Mitigation Dollars – 2.5 million

Total – 29.6 million



Frontline of the Fish/Farm Debate



SLS – Provided a venue for conversation between farmers, tribes and 
salmon recovery community

Didn’t stop Farm Bureau and members of DID5 from taking issue with Draft 
EIS or appealing to the State Shoreline hearing board

Main issues of concern
• Loss of Ag land
• Drainage
• Salt water intrusion
• Navigation of Union Slough



Stakeholder Negotiations



Protective Infrastructure
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Drainage Improvements
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Groundwater monitoring



Commitment to Dredge
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DID5 maintains old levee for future mitigation



Stakeholder Negotiations

Improved 
drainage and 
monitoring

No planting old 
levee

Potential future 
dredgingBomb-proof 

levee



Revisiting Habitat Commitments

Grant managers and funders 
checked in on project deliverables

Main issues of concern
• Reduction of native plantings

• Protection of forested areas from 
construction impacts

• Reduction in total length of planned 
tidal channel

• Reduction in length of linear ditch 
filling
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Vegetation – need to monitor and manage
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Tidal channel design a la Greg Hood



Wood structures added to promote meandering 
channel formation



Revisiting Habitat Commitments

Final design included
• Two big breaches (>4000 ft. total)

• More than two miles of tidal channel 
connected

• 15 additional starter channels with 
wood installations

• Combined 378 acres restored

• Got Snohomish Basin to its 10-yr 
target for estuary restoration



Breach Day Aug, 10 2018
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Major Lessons Learned
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What’s next?
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What’s next



Thank You

Special thanks to all project funders, supporters and partners that helped make 
Smith Island a success.
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