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DIVERSE STAKEHOLDERS & 
COMMUNICATING  

SALMON RECOVERY



YAKIMA BASIN 

• Basin size: 6,155 sq. miles
• Population: 360,000
• $4.5 billion agriculture economy
• Historically, second only to Snake

River in supporting Columbia 
Basin salmon and steelhead runs



RESOURCE CHALLENGES

• Surface Water is over-
appropriated

• Not drought-resilient

• Prorateable (junior) 
irrigation districts 
and fisheries 
struggling

• Led to a lot of conflict 
and litigation



DIVERSE STAKEHOLDER COALITION

& Many More!



YAKIMA BASIN INTEGRATED PLAN



INITIAL DEVELOPMENT PHASE
PROJECTS 



HABITAT/ WATERSHED 
ENHANCEMENT 

• Protect ~70,000 acres of land through 
acquisitions

• Evaluate potential Wilderness, Wild and 
Scenic River and other designations

• Create habitat enhancement program to 
address reach-level floodplain 
restoration 



CLE ELUM FISH PASSAGE



WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 
DESIGNATION
Wild and Scenic River designations for:
• Upper Cle Elum
• Waptus
• Cooper  



KITTITAS RECLAMATION DISTRICT 
STREAM SUPPLEMENTATION

An 
unprecedented 
use of irrigation 

district 
infrastructure 

to augment 
streamflow
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KACHESS DROUGHT RELIEF 
PUMPING PLANT (KDRPP)

• Additional Water Supply:  Up to 200,000 
acre-ft for use in drought years

• Final EIS out for Alternative 4 – Floating 
Pumping Plant 

• Expect ROD signed by April 27th



YAKIMA BASIN TOURS



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



FILM FESTIVALS



WEBSITE/ SOCIAL MEDIA



OUTREACH MATERIALS



LEGISLATION

• S.47 John D. Dingell, Jr. 
Conservation, Management and 
Recreation Act 
• Senate Vote 92 to 8 
• House Vote 363 to 62
• President Trump signed on 

March 12th, 2019 
• Includes authorization of the Initial 

Development Phase of YBIP
• Does not appropriate fundsOfficial White House Photo



COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS



THANK YOU!

Kelsey Green, Conservation Outreach Associate
kgreen@americanrivers.org

mailto:kgreen@americanrivers.org
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