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Water Scarcity:
Wenatchee Instream Flow Reserve Accounting

• 380 gpd fixed rate to September consumptive use

• Fixed rate to building permit type allocations (e.g. full use, indoor only)

• Tracking new permits under Wenatchee Coordinated Cost Reimbursement

• Real-time tracking with annual QA/QC review steps

• County QA/QC of past allocation assumptions
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Restoring Natural Water Storage
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EXISTING RESTORED



Chelan County:  Alluvial Storage Pilots
• Natural storage has benefits over traditional surface impoundments 

(environmental footprint) and aquifer storage (cost)

• Shifts hydrograph against climate change trend

• Water supply benefits capable of meeting rural supply problems

• Water quality, temperature benefits

• Project in Poison Creek (Mission Creek, Wenatchee basin)



Mission Creek Alluvial Storage Pilot Project
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Poison Creek near Cashmere, WA

• Piezometers used to monitor 
shallow groundwater

• Streamflow measurements

• County code coordination

• Ongoing O&M

• Improvements over time

• About 20 acre-feet of
potential storage
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