< ;;/ASHING;ON STATEd . . Revised Agenda
Fﬁﬁgﬁﬁéogoz?d onservation Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Regular Meeting

September 16-17, 2015

Red Lion Hotel, W. 303 North River Drive, Spokane, WA

Time: Opening sessions will begin as shown; all other times are approximate.

Order of Presentation: In general, each agenda item will include a presentation, followed by board discussion and then public

comment. The board makes decisions following the public comment portion of the agenda item.

Public Comment: If you wish to comment at the meeting, please fill out a comment card and provide it to staff. Please be sure to
note on the card if you are speaking about a particular agenda topic. The chair will call you to the front at the appropriate time. Public
comment will be limited to 3 minutes per person. You also may submit written comments to the Board by mailing them to the RCO,

attn: Wendy Loosle, Board Liaison, at the address above or at wendy.loosle@rco.wa.gov.

Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please notify us at 360/725-3943 or

TDD 360/902-1996

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The meeting will be held in Ballroom D, Red Lion Hotel

OPENING AND MANAGEMENT REPORTS

8:30 a.m. Call to Order Chair
A. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum
B. Review and Approval of Agenda
8:35a.m. 1. Approval of Meeting Minutes (Decision) Chair
A. Approve Board Meeting Minutes — June 24-25, 2015
Resolution 2015-18
8:40 a.m. 2. Director’s Report
A. 2016 Board Meeting Calendar (Decision) Wendy Loosle

B. Director’'s Report (Briefing)
e Biennial Workplan Overview

Kaleen Cottingham
Scott Robinson

e Grant Management Report Marguerite Austin
e Fiscal Report (written only)
e Performance Report (written only)
C. Legislative, Budget, and Policy Update (Decision) Wendy Brown
e Supplemental Budget Request
9:25 a.m. 3. State Agency Partner Reports
e Department of Natural Resources Jed Herman
e State Parks and Recreation Commission Peter Herzog
e Department of Fish and Wildlife Joe Stohr
9:40 a.m. General Public Comment for issues not identified as agenda items. Please limit Chair
comments to 3 minutes.
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BOARD BUSINESS: DECISIONS

9:45 a.m. 4. Land and Water Conservation Fund: Legacy Program Nationwide Competition

Resolution 2015-19

Public comment: Please limit comments to three minutes.

Marguerite Austin

BOARD BUSINESS: BRIEFINGS & DISCUSSIONS

10:00 a.m. 5. Revised Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Farmland Preservation
Evaluation Criteria and Policies

Public comment: Please limit comments to three minutes.

Leslie Connelly

10:30 a.m. BREAK

10:45 a.m. 6. Overview of Potential Changes to the Grant Programs and Criteria for 2015-17

Leslie Connelly

11:45 a.m. 7. Overview of Changes to the Boating Infrastructure Grant Program

Marguerite Austin

12:15 p.m. LUNCH BREAK (Lunch will be provided to board members at the meeting)

12:30 p.m. 8. Administrative and Policy Impacts from New Federal Omni-Circular Rules

Leslie Connelly

1:15 p.m. 9. Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Review — Opportunity for the
Board to Provide Input

Kaleen Cottingham
Facilitator

2:15 p.m. BREAK

2:30 p.m. 10. Board Discussion on Scope of Recreation and Conservation Policy Planning

Kaleen Cottingham
Leslie Connelly

4:00 p.m. Leave for Riverfront Park (Walking tour from the hotel)

4:15 p.m.  Riverfront Park Tour, City of Spokane Parks and Recreation
e Havermale Island Acquisition (#67-050)
e Central City Riverfront Acquisition (#72-040)
e Central City Riverfront Development (#73-019)
e River Park Acquisition and Development (#77-053)
e West Riverside Park (#87-9055)
e Spokane River Falls YMCA Site Acquisition (#10-1497)
e Potential Future Projects

Leroy Eadie

Al Vorderbrueggen
Garrett Jones

John Bottelli

6:00 p.m. ADJOURN FOR THE DAY / Return to Hotel
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https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=67-050
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=72-040
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=73-019
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=77-053
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=87-9055
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1497

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

PROJECT SITE TOUR

8:15 a.m.  Gather in Lobby of the Red Lion Hotel in Advance of the Tour
8:30 a.m.  Depart for Tour (Transportation provided to board members and staff)
8:50 a.m.  City of Spokane Parks and Recreation (Map Point 1)
e  WWRP Trails — Historic Iron Bridge Renovation (#08-1698)
10:00 a.m. Spokane County Parks, Recreation and Golf (Map Point 2)
e  WWRP Urban Wildlife — Antione Peak Acquisition (#06-1859, #08-1334, #10-
1264)
¢ NOVA Non-Motorized — Antione Peak Access Development (#14-1952)
e NOVA Non-Motorized — Mica Peak Recreation Plan (#14-1945)
11:00 a.m. Spokane County Parks, Recreation and Golf (Map Point 3)
e WWRP Trails — Centennial Trail Realignment at Gateway Park (#08-1332)
12:00 p.m LUNCH (Box lunches served at Rocky Hill Park Picnic Shelter to board members and staff)
12:30 p.m. City of Liberty Lake Parks and Recreation (Map Point 4)
e  WWRP Local Parks — Rocky Hill Park Acquisition and Development (#08-1630)
e  WWRP Local Parks and YAF — Pavillion Park Acq. and Dev. (#93-104, #96-1212,
#07-1963
1:30 p.m. Spokane County Parks and Recreation (Map Point 5)
e LWCF — Miller Ranch Acquisition (#66-005)
e Bonds - Liberty Lake Development (#72-039)
e NOVA ORV - Liberty Lake ORV Acquisition (#79-9032)
e NOVA ORV - Liberty Lake Riding Area Development (#93-051)
e NOVA E&E - Liberty Lake Riding Area Education and Enforcement (#04-1783,
#05-1072)
e RTP - Loop Trail Renovation at Liberty Lake Park (#10-1265)
3:00 p.m End Tour - Depart for Hotel and Airport
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https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=08-1698
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=06-1859
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=08-1334
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1264
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1264
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1952
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1945
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=08-1332
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=08-1630
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=93-104
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=96-1212
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=07-1963
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=66-005
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=72-039
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=79-9032
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=93-051
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=04-1783
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=05-1072
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1265
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Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
Resolution #2015-18
September 2015

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following items are approved:

A. Board Meeting Minutes — June 24-25, 2015

Resolution moved by:

Resolution seconded by:

Adopted Date:

RCFB September 2015 Page 1
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Funds for Alternate and Partially-Funded Projects

Table A-1: Funds for Alternate Projects

Project
Number

14-1989M

14-1090A
14-1522A

14-1482R

14-1626D

12-1341D

14-1251A

Project Name

Pomeroy Backcountry and
Wilderness Trails
Maintenance and Operations

Heart of the Cascades
Olma North Ranchland

Coastal Forest Restoration

Tolmie State Park Parking

Rasar State Park Group Camp
Improvements

Stavis Natural Resources
Conservation Area and Kitsap
Forest Natural Area Preserve

Sponsor Grant Funds
P Request Approved

U.S. Forest Service, Umatilla
National Forest, Pomeroy $75,000 $75,000
Ranger District
Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife $4,000,000 $2,312,560
Okanogan Land Trust $762,000 $249,491
Washington Department of $188,800 $45.503
Natural Resources
Washlngton State.Pa.rks and $553.420 $553.420
Recreation Commission
Washlngton State.Pa-rks and $435,000 $435,000
Recreation Commission
Washington Department of $3.765,352 $1.402,825

Natural Resources

*WWRP = Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program

Attachment A

Category

Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle

Activities, Nonmotorized

WWREP Critical Habitat

WWRP Farmland Preservation

WWRP State Lands Restoration

WWRP State Parks

WWRP State Parks

WWRP Urban Wildlife Habitat


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1989
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1090
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1522
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1482
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1626
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=12-1341
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1251

Table A-2: Funds for Partially Funded Projects

Project
Number

Project Name

Sponsor

Grant
Request

Original
Grant
Funding

Current
Total Grant
Funding

Attachment A

Grant Program

14-1963D

12-1332D

14-1139A

14-1885D

14-2017D

14-2052E

14-1804M

14-1765M

14-1096A

14-1087A

14-1756A

Odlin Park Float and
Gangway Replacement
Levee Street Boat
Launch Renovation

Chapman Lake Access

Expand Sporting Clays
Range

Alpine Baldy Multi-Use
Trail Construction

Snoqualmie Pass I-90
Corridor Winter
Education

Naches Wilderness Trails
Deferred Maintenance
and Operations

Mount Baker
Snowmobile SnoParks
and Trails

Simco

Mid Columbia - Grand
Coulee
Maple K Meyers Place

San Juan County Public
Works

Hoquiam

Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Seattle Skeet and Trap
Club

U.S. Forest Service, Mount
Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest,
Skykomish Ranger District
U.S. Forest Service,
Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest, Cle Elum
Ranger District

U.S. Forest Service,
Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest, Naches
Ranger District
Washington State Parks
and Recreation
Commission

Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife

Palouse Land Trust

$214,528
$525,000
$1,150,000

$63,000

$96,147

$20,000

$44,930

$102,245

$3,000,000
$4,000,000

$540,250

$115,453
$511,948
$474,000

$16,803

$63,299

$5,359

$24,775

$39,139

$2,942,996
$2,821,250

$35,987

$170,311
$525,000
$653,239

$17,678

$96,147

$5,638

$33,799

$54,772

$3,000,000
$4,000,000

$540,250

Boating Facilities Program, Local
Agency

Boating Facilities Program, Local
Agency

Boating Facilities Program, State
Agency

Firearms and Archery Range
Recreation

Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle
Activities, Nonmotorized Category

Recreational Trails Program,
Education Category

Recreational Trails Program, General

Recreational Trails Program, General

WWRP Critical Habitat
WWRP Critical Habitat

WWRP Farmland Preservation


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1963
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=12-1332
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1139
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1885
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-2017
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-2052
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1804
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1765
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1096
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1087
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1756

Project
Number

Project Name

Sponsor

Grant
Request

Original
Grant

Current
Total Grant

Attachment A

Grant Program

14-1722A

14-1247A

14-1095A

14-1520D

14-1525R

14-1622D

14-1603A

14-1100C

14-1098A

Queets River

South Lake Ozette
Natural Area Preserve
Merrill Lake Riparian
Protection

Mailbox Peak Trail Final
Phase

Trout Lake Meadow
Restoration Phase 2

Willapa Hills Trail - Trail
Development Pe Ell Area

Fudge Point Additional
Uplands

Kettle River Access

West Rocky Prairie

Washington Department
of Natural Resources
Washington Department
of Natural Resources
Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Washington Department
of Natural Resources
Washington Department
of Natural Resources
Washington State Parks
and Recreation
Commission
Washington State Parks
and Recreation
Commission
Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife

$1,643,135

$1,588,360
$3,000,000
$178,400

$72,000

$962,400

$497,623

$995,000

$3,000,000

Funding
$103,897

$100,433
$1,028,419
$135,320

$42,716

$562,030

$350,319

$799,300

$2,588,915

Funding
$1,643,135

$1,588,360
$1,610,755
$178,400

$72,000

$962,400

$497,623

$995,000

$3,000,000

WWRP Natural Areas

WWRP Natural Areas

WWRP Riparian Protection
WWRP State Lands Development

WWRP State Lands Restoration

WWRP State Parks

WWRP State Parks

WWRP Water Access

WWRP Urban Wildlife Habitat


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1722
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1747
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1095
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1520
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1525
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1622
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1603
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1100
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=14-1098
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Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Briefing Memo

APPROVED BY RCO DIRECTOR KALEEN COTTINGHAM
Meeting Date: September 16, 2015

Title: Director’s Report

Summary

This memo is the director’s report on key agency activities.

Board Action Requested

This item will be a: [] Request for Decision
L] Request for Direction
X Briefing

In this Report:

e Agency update

e Grant management report
e Fiscal report*

e Performance report

*The fiscal report will be updated at a later time prior to the meeting.

Agency Update

Staff Changes

There have been several recent staff changes at the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO). Sarah
Thirtyacre, Senior Outdoor Grants Manager (OGM) and Cultural Resources Specialist, will shift from being
a part of the Recreation and Conservation Section and will report directly to the Deputy Director on
cultural resources and other special agency projects. We are currently recruiting internally for a new
Senior OGM in the Recreation and Conservation Section. In addition, due to the increased budget, we are
hiring another OGM in the Recreation and Conservation Section. The team interviewed five candidates in
August. Staff will introduce the new agency members to the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
(board) this fall.

There also was a change in the Fiscal Section when Kiko Freeman moved to Louisiana. She was replaced
by Sabrina Subia, who started in July. We have also hired a new OGM in the Salmon Section, Josh
Lambert, and are in the final stages of hiring a new policy specialist.

Meetings with Partners

e Washington Recreation and Parks Association — At this meeting, the RCO director gave a
legislative update, discussed the status of electronic billing, mentioned the deadlines for upcoming
grant rounds, and reported on the findings of the Joint Legislative and Audit Review Committee’s
public lands economic study.
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e Boating Groups - The RCO director met with representatives of the Washington Boating Alliance,
Recreational Boating Association of Washington, and Northwest Marine Trade Association and
provided an update on the legislative session and budget, grant applications for Tier 2 Boating
Infrastructure Grants, grant program changes to be presented at the Recreation and Conservation
Funding Board meeting in September, and the aquatic invasive species stencil pilot project and
funding advisory committee.

e Capital Land Trust — The Land Trust invited RCO to participate in a round table discussion about
updating its strategic plan for conservation efforts. Representatives from state, local, and federal
agencies; conservation districts; private landowners; and nonprofit organizations spent the day
discussing trends in conservation and offering suggestion to help the organization shape its
strategic plan and identify conservation priorities. The plan is intended to cover 2015-2020 and will
be adopted at their August board meeting.

Dedication at Evans Creek

Karl Jacobs, Outdoor Grant Manager, joined the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Snoqualmie
Ranger District on August 17 for the grand opening of a recently completed project at the Evans Creek
Off-road Vehicle (ORV) Area in Pierce County. The District used a Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle
Activities (NOVA) grant of $267,500 for campground expansion and day-use improvements. USFS
constructed an entrance road and campground loop with 20 sites. Each site has a picnic table and fire
ring. It also built a picnic shelter in the day-use area near the campground. This is an important gathering
area for groups using the trails. A local ORV association donated more than 1,000 hours of labor to help
complete the project. This is the first phase of development outlined in the Evans Creek ORV Improvement
Plan, funded with a NOVA grant. Evans Creek is 3 miles outside of the Mowich Lake entrance to Mo unt
Rainier National Park.

Washington State Trails Coalition

The Washington State Trails Coalition is making plans for its biennial caucus, which is focused on
emerging trail issues. This year, RCO grants staff will offer a training session on how an applicant can
improve its chances for success in receiving grants. The coalition will host the caucus meeting November
9 at the Lacey Community Center.

As mentioned atthe board’s meeting in June, RCO has been working on developing a Memorandum of
Agreement with the coalition. Through the agreement, RCO will provide up to $12,500 to support the
coalition in planning and hosting the 2015 Washington State Trails Caucus and the 2016 Washington
State Trails Conference. Entering into the agreement is a step at helping meet one of the priorities in
the 2013-18 Washington State Trails Plan to encourage and assist with the coordination of statewide
trails coordinating organization.

Update on Sister Boards

Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB)

Meeting preparations are underway for the October 15-16 meeting in La Conner. The SRFB will hold a
regular business meeting on the first day and tour several funded sites on the second day. On the evening
of the first day there will also be a joint dinner meeting with the Puget Sound Partnership’s Leadership
Council.

Washington Invasive Species Council

The council held a conference on New Zealand mud snails on June 16-17 in Seattle, had a quarterly
meeting on June 18 in Olympia, and provided an overview of its work to the Senate Natural Resources
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and Parks Committee on June 19. The council is finalizing a draft of its strategic plan for public comment
in September, with the goal of adopting a new plan in December. The council also is beginning work on a
legislatively mandated, 1-year aquatic invasive species funding task force that will make recommendations
to the Legislature on a future funding structure for aquatic invasive species management and ballast
water issues by June 1, 2016.

Habitat and Recreation Lands Coordinating Group

The Lands group met July 9 for its annual land acquisition funding forum and its regular quarterly
meeting. Topics on the agenda included legislative session updates, the Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program proviso, and the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee’s (JLARC) Washington
Wildlife and Recreation Program and state land acquisition study. JLARC staff were invited to present the
findings of their public lands economic impact study.

Biennial Work Plan Overview

At the beginning of each biennium, the agency develops a workplan that includes a list of larger-scale
efforts that will be a point of emphasis during the next two years. This includes items such as legislative
assignments, technology enhancements, and policy and other work assigned by RCO'’s boards and
councils. RCO's 2015-17 Biennial Work Plan and its attachments are included and will be reviewed briefly
with the board at its September meeting.

Grant Management Report

Funding for the 2015-17 Biennium

At its June meeting, the board approved ranked lists for its grant programs and delegated authority to the
director to award funding to the approved projects, contingent on approval of a 2015-17 Capital Budget
and approval of federal funding authority for federal programs. The director now has awarded 219 grants
for 8 Recreation and Conservation Funding Board programs and 61 grants for the new RCO Recreation
Grants Program.! With the new federal Omni-Circular, Leslie Connelly, working with our assistant attorney
general, has just updated or created three project agreements for these grants. One agreement is for
board programs, the other for funding U.S. Forest Service projects, and the third is for line -item
appropriations and RCO projects. Scott Chapman, RCO's database manager, has uploaded the
agreements into the PRISM database and staff now are writing and issuing agreements to 113
organizations. The goal is to issue 85-95 percent of the agreements by the end of October.

Master Agreement

After nearly 18 months of collaboration, RCO entered into a new Master Collection Agreement with the
U.S. Forest Service (USFS). The master agreement establishes the framework for funding projects to
develop, enhance, or maintain recreational facilities in Washington’s national forests. These projects use
grants from the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) and the Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle Activities
(NOVA) Program. The master agreement outlines the process for applying for grants, amending RCO
grant agreements, and reimbursements. It includes the role of USFS in satisfying the National
Environmental Policy Act and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for projects in national
forests. This includes projects sponsored by third parties, such as nonprofit organizations. In addition, the
master agreement establishes the standard terms and conditions for USFS agreements and incorporates

LA project that receives funds from more than one board-funded grant may be consolidated into a single project that
includes all fund sources.
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the ongoing obligation and conversion requirements. The master agreement is an important document
because the USFS may not enter into agreements with RCO without having a master agreement in effect.
The USFS is a major recreation provider in Washington State and is the recipient of nearly 50 percent of all
grant requests in NOVA and RTP.

Successful Applicant Webinar

On August 5, RCO staff presented a Successful Applicant Webinar for applicants awarded grants following
the Legislature’s approval of the 2015-2017 Capital Budget. Darrell Jennings, Sarah Thirtyacre, and Rory
Calhoun presented this training to share tips on how to implement a funded project and comply with the
terms of the project agreement. Topics included:

e Learning about the project agreement
e Implementing and managing projects
e Project design considerations

e Project deliverables and close-out

e Long-term obligations and stewardship requirements

Nearly 100 people logged in to hear this webinar. Karl Jacobs monitored the live feed and responded to
questions submitted during the webinar. Interested parties may register and view the webinar online.

2015 Grant Applications

The deadline for accepting grant applications in 2015 has come and gone. RCO received 46 applications
for the Youth Athletic Facilities program by the July 1st deadline. This program provides funds to renovate
and expand outdoor athletic facilities such as ball fields, sport courts, swimming pools, and other facilities
used for competitive sports. The program focuses on serving people through the age of 18 who
participate in sports and athletics. Applicants, which include 29 cities and counties, 5 nonprofit
organizations, 4 park districts, and 1 Native American tribe, are requesting $9.1 million in grants. The
Legislature approved $7 million for competitive grants for the 2015-17 Biennium, with the remainder of
the $10 million appropriation going to specifically named projects and administration. The technical
completion deadline was August 14. RCO staff is reviewing the final proposals to make sure the
applications are complete and meet all of the eligibility requirements. The advisory committee will
evaluate projects in September for board consideration in November.

Federal Grant Programs

Boating Infrastructure Grants

The RCO director approved submittal of two grant applications for funding through the federal Boating
Infrastructure Grant (BIG) program. Congress created the program under the Sportfishing and Boating
Safety Act of 1998. The program is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and provides
funds to develop or renovate boating facilities and support amenities for recreational boats 26 feet and
larger. These are Tier 1 - State projects, which means the grant request may not exceed $95,000. The
Boating Programs Advisory Committee evaluated and ranked the projects in 2014. These are the last two
unfunded alternates and the RCO director is asking USFWS to allocate federal Fiscal Year 2015 funds to
the projects shown in the table below. Pending federal approval, the RCO director will award grants early
next year.
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Table 1: BIG Projects

Project . Grant Applicant

Number Project Name Sponsor Request Match

14-1324 Port of Poulsbo Guest Port of Poulsbo $56,804 $19,958 $72,762
Development  Marina Facility Upgrades

14-1304 Port Angeles Boat Haven Port of Port $48,960 $53,040 $102,000
Development  Laundry Facility Angeles

Total $105,764 $178,762 $174,762

Land and Water Conservation Fund

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell sent a letter to Governor Jay Inslee announcing congressional
approval of Land and Water Conservation Funds (LWCF) for federal Fiscal Year 2015. The apportionment
for Washington State is $895,161. The amount available represents a 1 percent decrease from last year.
The board approved the ranked list of LWCF projects at its June meeting. Table 2 shows the top ranked
projects and the grant funds approved for each project. The total grants awarded is less than the total
available to the state because it reflects the amount deducted for RCO administration and $50,000 set
aside to begin development of the 2017 State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.

Table 2: LWCF Projects

Project Proiect Name Sbonsor Grant Grant Funds Unfunded
Number ) P Request Approved Balance
14-1362 North Creek Forest Acquisition  Bothell $500,000 $500,000 $0
Acquisition Phase 3

14-1537 Covington Community Park Covington $500,000 $311,718 $188,282

Development Phase 2

Total $1,000,000 $811,718 $188,282

In her letter, Secretary Jewell stated that “Since 1965 Washington's apportionments have totaled
$72,530,426 to be used for creating, developing and enhancing a wide variety of close-to-home park and
recreation projects.” RCO records show the actual apportionment for completed projects is more than
$114 million with $72 million in matching resources. This represents an investment of more than

$187 million for recreation and conservation areas in our state.

Recreational Trails Program Grants

The Federal Highway Administration authorized funding of more than $1.8 million in federal fiscal year
2015 funds for Recreational Trails Program (RTP) projects in Washington. As a result, the director
approved grant awards for 25 projects. When the U.S. Congress approves the budget for federal fiscal
year 2016, grant funds will go to alternates on the board-approved ranked list as part of the biennial
grants cycle. Additional information about RTP is included in Item 2C.

Using Returned Funds for Alternates and Partially-Funded Projects

The RCO director recently awarded grants for 7 alternate projects (Attachment A, Table A-1). The funds
are from projects that did not use the full amount of their grant awards. Also, as unused funds have
become available from other projects, the director has approved additional funding for 20 partially-
funded projects. Attachment A, Table A-2 shows the projects’ original grant award and the total grant
funds now approved.
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Project Administration

Staff administer outdoor recreation and habitat conservation projects as summarized in the table below.
“Active” projects are under agreement and are in the implementation phase. "Director Approved” projects
includes grant awards made by the RCO director after receiving board-delegated authority to award
grants after approval of the state capital budget, and alternate projects on the approved funding list that

received unused funds from higher ranked projects. Staff are working with sponsors to secure the

materials needed to place the Director Approved projects under agreement.

Active Board Director Total
Program Projects Fu|‘1ded Apprt:)ved ijlded
Projects Projects Projects
Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA) 11 0 14 25
Boating Facilities Program (BFP) 19 0 18 37
Boating Infrastructure Grant Program (BIG) 2 0 3 5
Firearms and Archery Range Recreation (FARR) 6 0 8 14
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 3 0 4 7
Marine Shoreline Protection (MSP) 2 0 0 2
Nonhighway and Off-Road Vehicle Activities (NOVA) 82 0 82 164
Recreation and Conservation Office Recreation Grants (RRG) 0 0 60 60
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 51 0 25 76
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) 99 0 75 174
Youth Athletic Facilities (YAF) 3 0 0 3
Total 278 0 289 567
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Performance Measures for Fiscal Year 2016

The following performance data are for recreation and conservation projects in fiscal year 2016 (July 1,
2015 - June 30, 2016). Data are current as of August 17, 2015.

Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Performance Measures

Measure Target

Fiscal
Year-to-Date

Status

Notes

Percent of Projects
Issued Agreement

Three projects were set to come under
agreement this fiscal year and

85-95% 100%
within 120 Days of ’ 00% ® agreements were issued within 120
Board Funding days for all three.
Percent of Projects Two projects were scheduled to be
Under Agreement 959 50% under agreement so far this fiscal year.
within 180 Days of ° ) One of those agreements was issued
Board Funding within 180 days.
Percent of Progress To date, 47 progress reports have been
Reports Responded to 65-75% 96% o due this fiscal year. Of these, 45 were
On Time responded to within 15 days or less.
Percent of Bills Paid To date, a total of 142 bills have come
within 30 davs 100% 100% o due this fiscal year, and all were paid
y within 30 days.
Percent of Projects There were two projects and both
-70% 100%
Closed on Time 60-70% 00% ® closed on time.
Number of Proiects in Staff continue to work with sponsors to
Proiect Backlo ) 0 8 get the proper documentation to close
) 9 backlog projects.
No
Number'of Post- ' target 10 N/A
Completion Inspections
set
Of the 253 active recreation and
Percent of Project conservation projects, 100 have
Sponsors Submitting 100% 40% submitted a bill this fiscal year. The
Annual Bill remaining sponsors have until June 30,
2016 to submit a bill.
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Funding Board 2 c
Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Briefing Memo

APPROVED BY RCO DIRECTOR KALEEN COTTINGHAM
Meeting Date: September 16, 2015

Title: Legislative, Budget, and Policy Update
Prepared by: Wendy Brown, Policy Director
Summary

This memo summarizes Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) decision packages and a
supplemental budget request which the agency will submit to the Legislature in October 2015 in
preparation for the 2016 legislative session. An update of key federal grant program reauthorizations is
also included.

Board Action Requested

This item will be a: [] Request for Decision
Request for Direction
Briefing

Agency Decision Packages

Washington Invasive Species Council, Habitat and Recreation Lands Coordinating Group, and
the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program

With the end of the legislative session, Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) staff are looking toward
next session and working on two, perhaps three, decision packages for request legislation. A “decision
package” is essentially an agency memo to the Governor's Office and the Office of Financial Management
seeking permission to introduce legislation, known as an agency request bill. The first such decision
packet is to request reauthorization of the Washington Invasive Species Council (WISC), which sunsets
June 30, 2017. RCO would do this on behalf of WISC.

RCO also may seek legislative reauthorization of the Habitat and Recreation Lands Coordinating Group,
which also sunsets in 2017. Staff are consulting with key legislators and their staff to determine the best
strategy, including whether to seek this reauthorization in 2016 or 2017.

The last decision package will serve as a placeholder for any potential statutory changes to the
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (RCW 79A.15) that may result from the facilitated
stakeholder review process currently underway (see Item 9 of the board materials).

Agency Capital Supplemental Budget Request

Boating Facilities and Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle Activities Programs

During the 2015 legislative session, the Legislature passed a transportation revenue package that
increased the gas tax by 7 cents per gallon. As a result, more money will be deposited into the accounts
that fund the Boating Facilities Program (BFP) and the Nonhighway and Off-road Vehicle Activities
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(NOVA) program. RCO will submit a capital budget request seeking spending authority to use the
increased funds. We anticipate about $3.5M more for BFP and $1.3M more for NOVA. RCO plans to use
this additional money to continue to fund projects on the lists approved by the board in June 2015.

Status of Federal Grant Program Reauthorizations

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

On August 13, the Department of Interior announced $42 million in funding for state recreation and
conservation projects through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) in the last allotment of
grant money to states for Fiscal Year 2015. Washington State will receive $895,161. These funds will go to
projects approved by the board at June 2015 meeting.

For the past several years, national organizations have been very actively seeking to continue the LWCF
into the future. Authorization of the LWCF, which provides funds to states and territories for the
acquisition, maintenance, and development of outdoor recreation facilities, expires September 30, 2015.

A provision that would permanently reauthorize the LWCF was included in the Energy Policy
Modernization Act of 2015 recently approved by the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
The provision, sponsored by committee chair Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and ranking Democrat Maria
Cantwell (D-Wash.), would require for the first time that not less than 40 percent be allotted to nonfederal
programs like the state grants. However, unlike the stand-alone bill (S 890) extending the LWCF that
Senator Cantwell introduced earlier this year, the committee leaders’ new measure would not guarantee
LWCF money. The program still would be subject to annual appropriations. The House Natural Resources
Committee may consider LWCF reauthorization when it returns from the August recess.

Washington has weighed in on the various efforts to reauthorize the LWCF. The RCO director is
participating with peers in the National Association of State Outdoor Recreation Liaison Officers
(NASORLO) to strengthen the role of the states in administering the funds. Governor Inslee weighed in
with our Congressional Delegation. Various national groups (LWCF Coalition, National Governors’
Association, and the National Recreation and Parks Association) are also actively lobbying for the
reauthorization.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

Concurrent to the LWCF reauthorization process is an effort in the Senate to move a 6-year surface
transportation bill (HR 22) that would retain a base park and recreation program known as the
Transportation Alternative Program, which funds the Recreation Trails Program. Negotiations are
underway, so the final outcome is unknown.
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Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Briefing Memo

APPROVED BY RCO DIRECTOR KALEEN COTTINGHAM
Meeting Date: September 16, 2015

Title: Land and Water Conservation Fund: Legacy Program Nationwide Competition
Prepared By: Marguerite Austin, Recreation and Conservation Section Manager
Summary

This memo summarizes the 2014 National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation
Legacy Partnership Program and outlines plans for the 2015 program. Because of the short timeline,
staff requests that the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board delegate authority to the Recreation
and Conservation Office director to approve projects for submittal to the national competition.

Board Action Requested

This item will be a: X Request for Decision
] Request for Direction
[] Briefing
Resolution: 2015-19

Purpose of Resolution: Delegate authority to the RCO director to solicit and submit projects to the
National Park Service for funding consideration.

Background

The federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Program provides matching grants to states to
preserve and develop quality outdoor recreation resources. Rules governing the program are in the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Federal Financial Assistance Manual. The National Park Service (NPS)
announced plans in 2014 for a new national competitive grant program. Congress added an appropriation
of $3 million to the LWCF and each state was given an opportunity to submit two projects for
consideration.

The National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program was for
projects designed to acquire or develop outdoor recreation sites in large urban areas (population of
50,000 or more). The NPS prioritized projects that:

o Directly connected people to outdoor places in their communities;

e Engaged and empowered underserved communities and youth;

e Provided opportunities for youth employment or job training;

¢ Involved and expanded public-private partnerships, particularly for leveraging resources; and

e Relied on a high degree of coordination among all levels of government, to improve recreation
opportunities for all.

In addition to the objectives listed above, projects had to advance the goals or meet needs identified in

their specific State’s SCORP and the merit panel evaluated “readiness” and favored projects that could be
completed in shorter timeframe (less than three years).
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Outlined in the Announcement for the Federal Funding Opportunity were other rules governing the
national competitive program were. Specific policies were:

Eligible Applicants: State agencies, local governments (cities, counties, park districts, port districts,
special purpose districts), and tribal governments

Eligible Projects: Acquisition, development, renovation, and restoration

Match Requirements: Grant recipients must provide at a minimum 1:1 match from state local or
private sources.

Funding Limits: Minimum grant request: $250,000* per project
Maximum grant request $500,000 per project.

The cost estimate defines the maximum federal share. This policy is to prevent
scope changes that might alter the competitive nature of the project. In other
words, no cost increases.

Public Access: e Required for the whole (entire park or outdoor recreation area) project area.
e The conversion rules found in section 6(f)(3) of the Land and Water
Conservation Act applies.
e Applicants must record language against the deed of the assisted property
stating the property must be preserved for outdoor recreation uses in
perpetuity.

Other Requirements:  Projects must be in located within or serve jurisdictions delineated in the 2010
Census as having populations of 50,000 or more people and consisting of
densely settled territory.

2014 National Competition

As part of RCO's regular grants cycle, applicants submitted 22 LWCF grant proposals in 2014. When NPS
published the notice about the new national competitive program, the LWCF advisory committee had
already reviewed and ranked the 2014 applications. The timing of the national competition was extremely
short. Therefore, the Director suggested reviewing the list of already submitted projects. Three of the 22
projects met the qualifications for the national competition. The director asked the advisory committee to
review and rank those three projects against the federal evaluation criteria. Because of the tight federal
timeline, the director selected the top two projects for submittal to NPS. Unfortunately, the projects
submitted did not receive funding. We do not know specifically why our projects were not selected, but it
appears that the NPS is looking for projects focused directly on disadvantaged neighborhoods. Five of the
eight grants awarded involve development of vacant or former industrial properties and five of the
recipients were in large urban areas.

2015 National Competition

We have received word that NPS will be accepting grant applications for another national competition in
2015. RCO staff wants to ensure applicants from the State of Washington have an opportunity to
participate in this competition. NPS has not published the federal funding opportunity yet because they

1 The Board's policy for the state competitive program is a minimum of $25,000.
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are modifying the announcement and the evaluation criteria to make it easier for sponsors to develop
applications that meet the requirements and easier for the merit panel to evaluate and score projects. In
addition, NPS plans to share with the regional program managers an overview of the 2014 process and
the overall ranked list of projects submitted. We hope this information will help applicants with the 2015
project selection process since it appears the process and eligibility requirements will generally be the
same.

NPS is encouraging states to solicit proposals in anticipation of a funding opportunity announcement
coming out later this fall. Although they plan to extend the application period from 60 to 90 days, we do
not believe the dates will coincide with any of the board’s scheduled meetings. Because of this concern,
and because it's a national competition evaluated by a national panel, we are asking the board to
delegate authority to the director to select projects to submit for the National Land and Water
Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program competition.

Rather than relying on the existing LWCF list of projects, staff suggests opening up the process to solicit
new projects specifically targeted to the elements of the national competition.

. .

Strategic Plan Link

Consideration of submitting projects for this federal funding opportunity supports the board'’s strategy to
provide funding to protect, preserve, restore, and enhance recreation opportunities statewide.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the board approve delegation of authority to the director to submit projects,
consistent with the LWCF Advisory Committee’s ranking or recommendation, to the National Park Service for
the national competition for federal fiscal year 2015.

If the board approves the recommendation staff, will solicit grant proposals and review the projects to
ensure they meet the eligibility requirements beginning in September 2015. RCO will establish the final
application deadline after NPS publishes the federal opportunity announcement to ensure applicants
receive the complete 2015 guidelines and evaluation criteria. Staff will ask the LWCF Advisory Committee
to review the proposals as well and make a recommendation for the director’s consideration. If the
number of applications submitted exceed the maximum submittal allowed for the State of Washington,
staff will ask the LWCF Advisory Committee to review and rank projects for RCO'’s director. The director
will select projects and submit to the National Park Service for the national completion. Staff will provide
the board with a list of all proposals and the director’s decision.

A. Resolution 2015-19
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Attachment A

Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
Resolution 2015-19
National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program
Delegation of Authority to the Director

WHEREAS, the National Parks Service will solicit federal fiscal year 2015 grant applications for the
National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program
(LWCFPP), and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund Advisory Committee will review and evaluate these
projects to help ensure consistency with the objectives of the LWCFPP and will create a ranked list of
projects or recommendation for consideration, and

WHEREAS, this assessment by the committee promotes the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
(board) objectives to conduct its work with integrity and in an open manner; and

WHEREAS, the projects must meet the program requirements stipulated in Manual #15, Land and Water
Conservation Fund Program, Land and Water Conservation Fund Federal Financial Assistance. Manual,
and rules established in the Federal Funding Opportunity, thus supporting the board’s strategy to fund
the best projects as determined by the evaluation process; and

WHEREAS, the timing for the solicitation of projects and the deadlines for submittal to the National Park
Service may not meet established timelines for the board’s scheduled meetings; and

WHEREAS, consideration of this grant opportunity supports the board'’s strategy to provide funding to
protect, preserve, restore, and enhance recreation opportunities statewide;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the director is authorized to solicit and submit applications to
the National Park Service for evaluation and funding consideration in federal fiscal year 2015 consistent
with the LWCF Advisory Committee’s recommendation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the board authorizes the director authority submit and execute all
project agreements and amendments necessary to facilitate implementation of the approved projects.

Resolution moved by:

Resolution seconded by:

Adopted/Defeated/Deferred (underline one)

Date:
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Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Briefing Memo

APPROVED BY RCO DIRECTOR KALEEN COTTINGHAM
Meeting Date: September 16, 2015

Title: Revised Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Farmland Preservation
Evaluation Criteria and Policies
Prepared By: Leslie Connelly, Natural Resource Policy Specialist
Summary

This memo summarizes and provides an update on the stakeholder review process for the proposed
changes to the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program’s Farmland Preservation Account (FPA)
evaluation criteria and program policies. Staff requests direction from the Recreation and Conservation
Funding Board on how to address feedback from the FPA Advisory Committee before soliciting formal
public comments.

Board Action Requested

This item will be a: L] Request for Decision
X Request for Direction
[] Briefing

Background

In June 2015, Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) staff briefed the Recreation and Conservation
Funding Board (board) on propose changes to the evaluation criteria and some of the program policies in
the Farmland Preservation Account (FPA) of the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP).
Attachment A includes the proposed changes to program policies as presented in June. Attachment B is
the revised evaluation criteria as presented in June. Please refer to Item 5 of the June 2015 meeting
materials for additional background information.

Stakeholder Review

Since the June meeting, RCO staff briefed two main stakeholder groups on the proposed changes to the
FPA program: the FPA Advisory Committee and the Farmland Preservation Committee of the Washington
Association of Land Trusts (WALT). In general, the WALT committee members were supportive of the
program changes and asked questions about the intent of the policies and changes to the criteria. WALT
members are waiting for a formal opportunity to provide specific comments and feedback.

Staff requested formal feedback from the FPA Advisory Committee. Three committee members
participated in a discussion about the changes. Below is a summary of their feedback.

Details of the proposed changes to policies in the WWRP Farmland Preservation Account are included in
Attachment A; Details of the proposed changes to the evaluation criteria are included in Attachment B.
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FPA Proposed Changes and Advisory Committee Feedback

Proposed Change FPA Advisory Committee Feedback

Revised Policy:

Parcels Eligible in the WWRP
Farmland Preservation
Account

New Policy:

Applications May Include
One or More Parcels

Revised Policy:

Amount of Impervious
Surface within the Farmland
Conservation Easement Area
is Limited

New Policy:

Public Trails are Allowed
within a Farmland
Conservation Easement Area
New Policy:

WWRP Farmland Advisory
Committee Reviews

All Requests to Change a
Parcel

Revised Evaluation Criteria

Support for the revised policy.
Concerns there may be inconsistency on how each county assessor
interprets the definition of farm and agricultural land.

Support for the new policy.

Recommended defining landowner to include an individual or
individuals, a corporation in which the individual(s) holds an interest
in, and immediate family members.

Support for consistency with the federal program, when needed.

No specific guidelines on when to approve an impervious surface
limit over 6 percent.

Requested data on the impervious surface limit on projects funded
to date.

Strong concerns for including this new policy.

Concern the policy may conflict with the intent of the program.
Recommended the board not approve it and to consider a statutory
change to provide clear direction.

Support for the new policy.

Support for the overall revisions to the criteria.

Recommended changing question 1.A. about the amount of prime
farmland soils on site to be a subjective assessment of the viability of
the site based on soil types, the variety of crops, and water
availability.! Allow separate responses to the question for different
types of farmland: rangeland, pastureland, and cropland.

Reduce the maximum points for community values from ten to six
points.

Increase the maximum points for stewardship from six to ten points.

Request for Direction

RCO seeks direction from the board on how to address the feedback and recommendations from the FPA
Advisory Committee. Specifically, staff requests direction on:

e Expanding the policy on applications with one or more parcels to allow for an individual or
individuals, a corporation in which the individual(s) holds an interest in, and immediate family
members in the same application.

e Providing guidance for approving impervious surface limits over six percent.

e Removing or reframing the policy on allowing trails as a permitted use on farmland easements.

e Whether to change the first evaluation question from prime farmland soils to the viability of the site.

e Reducing the maximum points for the community values question and increasing the maximum
points for the stewardship question.

1 RCW 79A.15.130(9(h))
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Timeline

Staff proposes the following timeline to accomplish the work described in this memo.

2015 Dates Task

September 16 Staff briefing to the board on this memo and receive direction on which issues
and options to move forward with for public comment.

September 23 - Staff distributes draft policies and evaluation criteria for public comment for a
October 14 three-week public comment period.
October 15 - 21 Staff reviews public comments, incorporates any changes, and prepares final

draft policies and evaluation criteria.

November 18 — 19 Board meeting in which the board considers the final policies and evaluation
criteria. Public comments accepted at the board meeting.

Link to Strategic Plan

Revising the board's policies and evaluation criteria addresses Goals 1, 2 and 3 in the board'’s Strategic
Plan:

1. We help our partners protect, restore, and develop habitat and recreation opportunities that benefit
people, fish and wildlife, and ecosystems.

N

We achieve a high level of accountability in managing the resources and responsibilities entrusted to
us.

3. We deliver successful projects by inviting competition and by using broad public participation and
feedback, monitoring, assessment, and adaptive management.

A. Proposed Changes to Policies in the WWRP Farmland Preservation Account
B. Proposed Evaluation Criteria in the WWRP Farmland Preservation Account
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Attachment A

Proposed Changes to Policies in the WWRP Farmland Preservation Account

A. Definition of Farmland

CURRENT POLICY:

Farmland is interpreted as “farm and agricultural land” and is defined in Appendix A. [Appendix A
is the text from the Open Space Tax Act.]

REVISED POLICY: PARCELS ELIGIBLE IN THE WWRP FARMLAND PRESERVATION ACCOUNT

This policy applies to each parcel included in a grant application to the WWRP Farmland
Preservation Account.

1. State Law Defines “Farmland” in WWRP? the Same as “Farm and Agricultural Land” in the
Open Space Tax Act?

The Director will ensure each parcel included in a grant application for funding from the
WWRP Farmland Preservation Account meets the definition of farm and agricultural land
in the Open Space Tax Act.

2. Staff Relies on the Open Space Tax Enrollment Status of a Parcel to Determine Whether it is
Eligible

When determining whether a parcel meets the definition of farm and agricultural land in
the Open Space Tax Act, staff relies on the information provided by the grant application.
Applicants must provide the necessary information as part of their grant application.

3. Open Space Tax Enrollment Status as Farm and Agricultural Land is Determined at the
Application Due Date

To be eligible for funding, each parcel must meet the definition of farm and agricultural
land in the Open Space Tax Act by the application due date.

4. Parcels Not Enrolled as Farm and Agricultural Land in the Open Space Tax Act Are N