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I urge the Board to approve Option 1 - Resolution 2019-02 - allowing the Department of Fish and Wildlife's Project
18-2422D to proceed with needed ADA restrooms at five sites within two adjacent counties. Although the per-site
costs are above the arbitrary limit set in 1994, the total project cost is well below a maximum single site BFD dollar
level. RCO staff and WDFW are right to streamline both application and processing costs with a single unified
project that meets all but one of the stringent criteria of the Boating Facilities Program. It makes sense; saving
valuable public dollars and volunteer time. The two staffs should be commended for this effort.
When next the Boating Facilities Program criteria are evaluated, the 1994-era multi-site limit should be reconsidered
and changed.
Thank you,

Reed Waite
former member - RCO Boating Programs Advisory Committee 2008-2012
member - RCO WWRP Water Access Advisory Committee 2014-

Ted Willhite, Chair
Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
Attn: Wyatt Lundquist
P.O. Box 40917
Olympia, WA 98504-0917
Chairman Willhite,
On behalf of the Washington Association of Land Trusts’ 25 members, I am writing to strongly support
the RCO staff recommendation to authorize a supplemental grant round for the Farmland Preservation
Account, in order to provide applicants with another opportunity to submit proposals for the 2019-2021
biennium.
Washington’s farm and ranch lands supply us with food and fiber, clean water and air, and critical
wildlife habitat. But due to population growth, an aging farm owner population and other factors, we
are losing agricultural land at a dangerous rate. The amount of agricultural land, particularly familyowned farmland, in Washington has declined significantly in recent years. The Puget Sound region alone
lost over 750,000 acres, 57 percent of its farmland, since 1950, with some counties losing 70 percent.
Nationally, we are losing 3 acres of farmland per minute.
WWRP Farmland Preservation is the only source of state funding for farm and ranchland protection. It is
a critical tool to help conserve our most productive, at-risk agricultural land across the state.
This biennium, WWRP Farmland is undersubscribed at the funding level recommended by the Governor,
but that does not reflect a lack of demand or need for this funding. Funding requests from non-profits
for the 2019-2021 application round (9 projects, $4.3M request) were comparable to the 2017-2019
biennium (10 projects, $5.6M request). Land trusts across the state have indicated that there are at least
10 projects that could be eligible for submission as part of a supplemental grant round. These projects
would likely have been submitted at the time of the original application round if not for several factors:


First, WWRP Farmland Preservation funding has historically been very competitive and demand
has far exceeded appropriated dollars. On average, only one in three applications have been
funded. Given the highly competitive nature of the fund historically, land trusts make strategic
decisions about which projects are timeliest, with the assumption that the likelihood of funding
is limited. In all previous funding rounds in which land trusts competed for limited dollars, the
State Conservation Commission and two County governments in particular submitted a high
number of projects that received funding awards. For a variety of reasons, neither the State

Conservation Commission nor the two lead County applicants submitted their historical volume
of applications.


Second, a delayed Capital Budget limited land trust capacity to engage in the necessary
relationship building and due diligence to submit a full suite of new projects for the current
biennium. 2017-2019 Capital Budget funds were not allocated for farmland projects until July of
2018. This compressed timeline and the complex nature of an easement transaction meant that
land trusts had to focus on getting 2017-2019 funded projects on the ground with land owners
that had been waiting for extended periods or matching funds that were in jeopardy, rather
than focus on outreach and due diligence for the 2019-2021 application round. Because
conservation easements protect land that stays in private, working hands, these projects require
a strong relationship with the landowner throughout the process and substantial technical due
diligence.



Third, a delayed Farm Bill left land trusts and other eligible entities with uncertainty about
availability of both secured and expected matching funds, with a chilling effect on applications
to WWRP. The federal Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) is a vital source of
matching funds for projects in the Farmland Preservation Account. Fortunately, the Farm Bill
was passed in December of 2018 with a strong conservation title that provides robust funding
for the ACEP program at $450M nationally. As a result, there are now additional projects that
are in a position to move forward.

Again, we urge you to accept the recommendation of staff to re-open a supplemental grant round, and
thank you are all your work to help protect our critical agricultural resources across the state. We look
forward to working closely with RCO to ensure that the Farmland Preservation Account remains
competitive, effective, and well-funded into the future.

Sincerely,

Nick Norton
Executive Director
Washington Association of Land Trusts

Ted Willhite, Chair
Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
Attn: Wyatt Lundquist
P.O. Box 40917
Olympia, WA 98504-0917
Chairman Willhite,
On behalf of the Washington Association of Land Trusts’ 25 members, I am writing in to support the RCO
staff recommendation to authorize a supplemental grant round for the Forestland Preservation Account,
in order to provide applicants with another opportunity to submit proposals for the 2019-2021
biennium.
Forests are the hallmark of our state. Land Trusts across the region recognize that working forests –
those dedicated to forestry activities – are vital for local economies as well as providing habitat and
clean water. Washington is one of the greatest forestry producers in the world and one of the our
shared, core values is the desire to see forestland protected from development or other conversion. The
Forestland Preservation Account supports the purchase of conservation easements on working
forestland, which is an important tool to help address the multiple threats that forests face across
Washington. At this time, however, the Forestland Preservation Account is undersubscribed if the
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program is funded at the level requested in the Governor’s budget.
Land trusts are uniquely qualified to purchase and hold conservation easements, and represent an
important applicant to the Forestland Protection Account moving forward. Across the state, land trusts
have the partnerships, landowner relationships, technical knowledge, legal expertise, and financial
endowments to acquire and steward conservation easements in perpetuity. In addition, more than 85%
of the land trusts in Washington are accredited by the Land Trust Alliance (LTA) – amongst the highest
rate in the nation – meaning they adhere to the highest standards and practices in their transactional
and organizational work.
Recent outreach to the land trust community has revealed that there are multiple projects that would
be eligible for the Forestland Preservation Account if a supplemental grant round was to occur.
However, there are existing constraints which currently limit the amount of high-quality land trust
projects eligible to the program that may help to explain why it is currently undersubscribed and provide
opportunities for future conversation and collaboration.
Land Trust forestland protection projects generally fall into three categories: purchasing and managing
land for habitat and/or recreation, large-acreage easements on commercial forestland, and to a lesser

extent, easements with family forest landowners on smaller properties. Because of the limitations on
fee-title acquisitions and $350K grant cap for this program, the Forestland Protection Account is
currently best suited for the latter type of project. Traditionally, however, many landowners with
smaller acreage come to land trusts with a conservation intent beyond protecting the revenuegenerating capacity of their forest. This results in “blended” easement projects that seek to balance
timber harvest with other conservation values such as wildlife habitat and/or scenic values through the
use of sustainable forestry, but which are not well-suited to the existing program criteria or the priorities
of the review committee.
Ultimately, this is an important WWRP category supporting a vital resource, working forests. WALT fully
supports the category and sees some opportunities to work within the current statute to help overcome
the aforementioned constraints, and ensure that land trusts play a strong role in keeping the program
competitive and well-funded into the future.
For one, WALT would benefit from increased collaboration with RCO to better educate land trusts across
the state about the intent, ranking criteria, and review process associated with the program so that they
can be more effective in identifying and soliciting eligible projects and submitting successful proposals
over the long term. Second, WALT would invite the opportunity to working cooperatively with both RCO
and the review committee to better understand the value of blended proposals that balance ecological
and working forest benefits, and discuss the role of the current $350K grant cap in influencing
applications to the program.
Again, we support the recommendation of staff to authorize a supplemental grant round for the
Forestland Protection Account, and would be fully committed to helping ensure that as many additional
applications as possible are submitted. We look forward to continuing to work closely together in
support of forest conservation across the state.

Sincerely,

Nick Norton
Executive Director
Washington Association of Land Trust

