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Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program
2019-21 RCO BUDGET REQUEST

JANUARY 2019

Puget Sound and Salmon Recovery

Governor’s Budget

$ 12.5 million 
Restore: 259 acres of estuary habitat 

30 acres of shoreline habitat

Remove: 0.4 miles of shoreline armor 

Protect: 64 acres of estuary habitat

93 acres of shoreline habitat

2019 Prioritized 
Project List

$ 28.5 million
Restore: 282 acres of estuary habitat 

68 acres of shoreline habitat

Remove: 0.92 miles of shoreline armor

Protect: 252 acres of estuary habitat
193 acres of shoreline habitat 

Acquire: 64 acres of land  for restoration

What is the Estuary and 
Salmon Restoration Program?
The Estuary and Salmon Restoration 
Program (ESRP) restores Puget Sound 
salmon habitat and shorelines by providing 
funding and technical support to local 
organizations.

ESRP administers a Sound-wide 
competitive review of grant proposals 
resulting in a prioritized project list.

ESRP’s innovative approach creates a 
flexible grant program that is designed to 
recover salmon, forage fish, and Southern 
Resident Orcas.

ESRP is supported as part of the #1 priority 
recommendation of the Orca Task Force. 

2019 Prioritized Project List
•• All 49 proposed projects are aligned 
with Chinook recovery

•• Restore and protect ~800 acres of 
nearshore and estuarine habitat

•• Planning and design for almost 2500 
acres of restoration and protection

Removing Armor with 
Landowner Incentives
Almost 30% of Puget Sound shoreline 
is armored, limiting forage fish 
spawning.

•• ESRP has adopted the Shore Friendly 
program, funding local programs 
to provide stewardship incentives to 
shoreline landowners.

•• Shore Friendly has reached more than 
1,300 shoreline landowners, resulting 
in 0.6 miles of armor removed.

•• Federal funding for Shore Friendly has 
lapsed. The Governor’s budget would 
fund the first year of this program 
through ESRP.

More than Just a Grant Program
•• Invests in science-based regional pre- 
design projects, a unique initiative that 
guides restoration design.

•• Works collaboratively to find multi- 
benefit solutions to local challenges, 
participating in efforts like the 
Sustainable Lands Strategy.

•• ESRP-sponsored projects create 
shorelines that offer greater protection 
from coastal hazards.

Fir Island Farm estuary restoration in Skagit County

Photo by Ken Rea

Contacts • Wendy Brown, RCO Policy Director • (360) 902-3021 • wendy.brown@rco.wa.gov | Raquel Crosier, WDFW Legislative Liaison • (360) 902-2226 • raquel.crosier@dfw.wa.gov
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$12.5 Million Funding Level - Governor’s Budget
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