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Overview

• Recreation and Conservation Funding Board 
• RCO Staff Contacts
• Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program

(Farm and Forest Account) 
• Community Forest Program
• New! PRISM Login Process 
• Application Schedules
• Questions?

February 2022
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Not Included:

• Review of PRISM
• General grant application process 
• General grant information

See Webinar from February 17

February 2022



Recreation and Conservation Office
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Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Members

Ted Willhite (Board Chairman), Citizen
Shiloh Burgess, Citizen
Kathryn Gardow, Citizen
Michael Shiosaki, Citizen
Amy Windrope, Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angus Brodie, Department of Natural Resources
Peter Herzog, State Parks and Recreation Commission

Megan Duffy, RCO Director

February 2022



Recreation and Conservation Office
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Megan Duffy, RCO Director

February 2022

Scott Robinson, RCO Deputy Director



Alison Allison   Ashly Beth Brian Dan                

DeAnn Henry Jesse Lan Karl Kim

Recreation and Conservation Grants Team
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Farmland Grant Managers 

Alison Greene 
(360) 522-3698 
Alison.greene@rco.wa.gov

Beth Auerbach 
(360) 280-6103 
Beth.auerbach@rco.wa.gov

Kim Sellers 
(360) 280-6466 
Kim.sellers@rco.wa.gov

February 2022
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Beth Auerbach 
(360) 280-6103 
Beth.auerbach@rco.wa.gov

Kim Sellers 
(360) 280-6466 
Kim.sellers@rco.wa.gov

Forestland Grant Managers 

February 2022
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Beth Auerbach 
(360) 280-6103 
Beth.auerbach@rco.wa.gov

Kim Sellers 
(360) 280-6466 
Kim.sellers@rco.wa.gov

Community Forests Grant Managers 

February 2022



RCO’s Website – RCO.WA.GOV
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https://rco.wa.gov
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https://rco.wa.gov



RCO’s Website  
RCO.WA.GOV

February 2022
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RCO’s Website –
RCO.WA.GOV

February 2022
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RCO’s Website – RCO.WA.GOV
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https://rco.wa.gov

Project Search
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Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program: Funding
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February 2022

Trout Lake Valley Phase 4 – Columbia Land Trust  



WWRP 
Funding

WWRP = Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program

February 2022 24

45%
Habitat 

Conservation 
Account

45%
Outdoor Recreation 

Account

10%
Farm and Forest

Account

Categories

35% Critical Habitat
25% Natural Areas
15% Riparian 

Protection
10%* State Lands 

Restoration and 
Enhancement

15% Urban Wildlife 
Habitat

*or $3 million, 
whichever is less

30% Local Parks
40%-50% must be 
acquisition

10%* State Lands 
Development 
and Renovation

30% State Parks
40%-50% must be 
acquisition

20% Trails
10% Water Access

75% must be 
acquisition

*or $3 million, 
whichever is less

90% Farmland 
Preservation 
Category

10% Forestland 
Preservation 
Category



45%
Habitat 

Conservation 
Account

45%
Outdoor Recreation 

Account

10%
Farm and Forest

Account

Categories

35% Critical Habitat
25% Natural Areas
15% Riparian 

Protection
10%* State Lands 

Restoration and 
Enhancement

15% Urban Wildlife 
Habitat

*or $3 million, 
whichever is less

30% Local Parks
40%-50% must be 
acquisition

10%* State Lands 
Development 
and Renovation

30% State Parks
40%-50% must be 
acquisition

20% Trails
10% Water Access

75% must be 
acquisition

*or $3 million, 
whichever is less

90% Farmland 
Preservation 
Category

10% Forestland 
Preservation 
Category

February 2022 25

WWRP = Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program

WWRP 
Funding
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WWRP Funding 
Levels

Farmland 
Preservation

Forestland
Preservation

Farm and 
Forest Account

$80 Million $6,903,360 $767,040 $7,676,800

$100 Million $8,613,000 $957,000 $9,570,000

$115 Million $9,931,860 $1,103,540 $11,035,400

Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program 
Funding



Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program ( WWRP) 
Funding
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WWRP Funding 
Levels

Farmland 
Preservation

Forestland
Preservation

Farm and 
Forest Account

$80 Million $6,903,360 $767,040 7,676,800

$100 Million $8,613,000 $957,000 $9,570,000

$115 Million $9,931,860 $1,103,540 $11,035,400



Farm and Forest 
Account
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Kierra-Duffy Forestry Easement – Whatcom Co. Breiler Ranch – Chelan Douglas Land Trust  



Farm and Forest: Who May Apply?
• Cities
• Counties
• Nonprofit Nature Conservancies
• Washington State Conservation Commission

29February 2022

Teas Ranch – Okanogan Land Trust  Gold Hill Community Forest – Chewelah Valley Land Trust   



Poll
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Farm and Forest: Money Matters
• Forestland:  Maximum grant request is $350,000  $500,000
• Farmland:  No maximum grant request
• Restoration costs no more than 50% of the easement value

31February 2022

Schuster Hereford Ranch – Conservation Commission 



Farm and Forest: Matching Share
• 50% Match Required

– Of which, 10% must be from a non-federal, non-state source

• Additional 5% Match = 2 Bonus Points
• No match required for the Conservation Commission

February 2022 32



Farmland Preservation 
Category Overview
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Kristoferson Farm – Whidbey Camano Land Trust



Farmland: Program Focus

Primary Purpose:  To 
purchase development 
rights on farmland to 
ensure it remains available 
for agriculture

34

Maple K. Meyers Place- Palouse Land Trust

February 2022



Farmland: Program Focus

Secondary Purpose:  To 
enhance or restore ecological 
functions

35February 2022



Farmland: Specific Things to Know
Projects must:

• Meet the Open Space Tax 
Act definition of farmland 

• Be protected by a 
conservation easement

• Remain in a farmable 
condition

36
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Forestland Preservation 
Category Overview
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Kristoferson Forestland – Whidbey Camano Land Trust 



Forestland: Program Focus

Primary:  Acquire and preserve 
opportunities for timber 
production, consistent with local 
comprehensive planning.  
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Anderson Forestland – Okanogan Land Trust 

February 2022



Forestland: Program Focus
Secondary:  Support other benefits of preserving forestland 
such as jobs, recreation, protection of water and soil 
resources, habitat for wildlife, and scenic beauty.

39
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Forestland: Specific Things to Know
Projects Must:

– Include county designation as either forestland 
or timberland

– Correct any fish passage barriers
– Be in perpetuity 

Grant Program Will:
– Purchase a conservation easement only
– Extinguish all development rights (no building 

envelopes)

40
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Devil’s Mountain Forestland – Skagit Land Trust 



Poll
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Farm and Forest:  Application Schedule

• February 17 - PRISM Opened 

• May 3 - Applications Due 

• May 16 & 17 - Technical Review

• July 13 - Technical Completion 

• August 15 & 16 - Evaluations 
• October 25 & 26 - Board approves 

ranked list and submits to Governor
• June 2023 - Board awards grants 

• July 15, 2023 - RCO issues agreements

42
February 2022

Nason Ridge Community Forest – Chelan County   



Questions…
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Community Forests 
Program

44
February 2022

Manual #25



Community Forests Program: Who May Apply
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Cle Elum Ridge Community Forest – Kittitas Conservation Trust  

• Public agencies
• Native American tribes 
• Nonprofit organizations



Community Forests Funding
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Cle Elum Ridge Community Forest – Kittitas Conservation Trust  

February 2022

2020 Funding – $15.6 million

2022 Funding – Unknown

2020 Applications:
• 16 Applications
• 7 Funded



Community Forests Program: Focus
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Squalicum Forestry Conservation Easement- Whatcom County 

• Protects actively managed forestlands
– Jobs in the woods
– Recreation and education
– Environmental benefits 



Community Forests Program: Money Matters
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• Minimum Limit:  None
• Maximum Limit: $3,000,000

Chimacum Ridge Community Forest – Jefferson Land Trust   



Community Forests Program: Matching Shares
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North Kitsap Divide Block Community Forest – Great Peninsula Conservancy  

15% Match Required



Community Forests Program: Specific Things to Know
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• Written evaluation process
• Must be Fee Acquisition
• Grant funds can be used to purchase timber 

value along with the land

Mt. Adams Community Forest – Mt. Adams Resource Stewards 



Community Forests: Application Schedule 

• February 17 – PRISM Opens

• May 3 – Applications Due

• May 11 – June 6 – Technical Review (Written) 

• July 13 – Technical Completion Deadline

• July 28 – Project Evaluation (Written) 

• October 25-26 – Director Approves Ranked List

• June 1-30 – Director Awards Grants

• July 15, 2023 – RCO Issues Grant Agreements

51
February 2022

Nason Ridge Community Forest – Chelan County   



Community Forests
• Purchase of land
• Sponsor owns property
• Proceeds from land can be used to 
offset operating costs

• Allows compatible uses such as cell 
towers, carbon credits, etc.

• Purchase of easement
• Sponsor manages easement
• Proceeds from land go to the landowner 

• Compatible uses can include carbon 
credits

Forestland Preservation 

Differences

RCFB November 2020 Item 10A 52



Questions…
53
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All Grants - Application Requirements
Early heads up of a few of the requirements since 
these may take time:

• Application Authorization/Authorizing Resolution
– Formal adoption of resolution
– Authorization of project and delegating authority to sign

• Landowner Acknowledgement Form
- Signed by landowner (Community Forests)

• Local Agency Review – for Acquisitions in WWRP
– Notice to local jurisdiction (Community Forests)
– County Conferral (Farm and Forest)

http://www.rco.wa.gov 54
February 2022



USING PRISM ONLINE TO APPLY
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PRISM Online works best using the following Internet browsers: Edge, 
Chrome, Firefox, or Safari (Internet Explorer is NOT recommended).

RCO.WA.GOV PRISM Login
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SAW Account
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SAW Account
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Add RCO to your account
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• WWRP Farm and Forest 
– Presentation via Zoom

Evaluation Process
• Community Forests

– Written Evaluation 
– Criteria Answered through PRISM

February 2022



Cultural and Historic Resources 

• Combination/Restoration projects   
• RCO is lead agency
• Ground disturbing activities before 

obtaining clearance will jeopardize
the grant

Community Forests:
• Include cultural resources in forest plan
• Incidental Discovery Plan

69February 2022



Two Surveys
Assessment of Webinar:
• Immediately following this 

webinar

WWRP Farmland and Forestland:
• Within the next few weeks

• Sent to:
– Webinar registration list
– Past applicants and present
– Area of interest (PRISM)

March 2019February 2022
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Questions…
71

February 2022

Kim Sellers
(360) 280-6466
Kim.sellers@rco.wa.gov

Manuals will be available by the 
end of the month.
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