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Environmental Resources Survey
Consultation with NPS regarding the NEPA pathway for a proposal should occur prior to the completion of this section.  If you have already determined that the proposal will require an EA or EIS, you may go directly to the questions following Tables 1 and 2. 

The tables below serves as a record of the environmental resources present at the site, whether the proposed action is likely to have a significantly negative impact those resources, and whether further information is needed to determine the potential impact. Review the listed resources and identify any resources that may be significantly impacted by the action. The Environmental Resources Survey should be completed with professional input from resource experts and in consultation with relevant local, state, tribal, and federal governments, as appropriate. 

Table 1 – For each resource indicate if positive impacts or negative impacts are anticipated to result from the action or if further information is needed to determine the potential impact. 	Comment by Author: Not every resource will have an impact. If ? is selected, compliance will ask for clarification and documentation to categorize the resource as positive, negative, or no impact. If no impact, leave blank. If no impact or negative impact, describe further in Question #2. Do not include short term impacts as negative unless a Federal Permit is required to satisfy those impacts. Any negative impacts should have mitigation measures described in Question 2. Too many unknown or negatives will kick the NEPA Pathway towards an EA. Use this table and section to accurately document the environmental research that goes into the project planning in order to justify selecting a CE.
	+
	indicates positive impacts are anticipated to result from the action

	-
	indicates negative impacts are anticipated to result from the action

	?
	indicates further information is needed to determine the potential impact	Comment by Author: Do NOT use a question mark:  mark N/A in the "?" box if it is not applicable.  
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	How will the project affect the following resources?	Comment by Author: Try not to get caught up in short term impacts here, unless those impacts need a permit for approval
	+
	-
	?

	1
	Air quality
	☐	☐	☐
	2
	Circulation and transportation	Comment by Author: ADA parking / sidewalks improve
	☐	☐	☐
	3
	Climate	Comment by Author: Does project impact Climate Change? Look at answers in Section 1, D, #3
	☐	☐	☐
	4
	Contamination or hazardous materials even if remediated	Comment by Author: Demo old buildings could benefit from haz material removal, using a previously remediated site as a new outdoor rec site is a positive, etc.
	☐	☐	☐
	5
	Endangered species: (listed or proposed threatened or endangered) including associated habitat	Comment by Author: Habitat restoration for species is a positive. If negative is selected, we need to see coordination efforts with USFWS.
	☐	☐	☐
	6
	Environmental justice: minority and low-income populations	Comment by Author: Hopefully a positive or no impact.
	☐	☐	☐
	7
	Geological resources: soils, bedrock, slopes, streambeds, landforms, etc.	Comment by Author: Soil compaction from construction? Runoff due to impervious surfaces?
	☐	☐	☐
	8
	Historic or cultural resources	Comment by Author: SHPO / Tribal input for this resource
	☐	☐	☐
	9
	Invasive species	Comment by Author: For construction projects, most contracts include language for invasive species to help control (boot brushes, boats, etc.). vegetation to stabilize soil (fast growing grasses). Removal of invasive is a positive.
	☐	☐	☐
	10
	Land use plans or policies from other agencies including tribes	Comment by Author: Anything controversial noted here? Master plans? Leases? Zoning? Conservation easement?
	☐	☐	☐
	11
	Lightscapes, especially night sky	Comment by Author: Energy efficient lights, night switches to lower light (wildlife light), security/safety, important along coasts would all be positive.
	☐	☐	☐
	12
	Migratory birds	Comment by Author: Construction during breeding season negative, habitat restoration positive. If negative, need to see mitigation efforts explained.
	☐	☐	☐
	13
	Recreation resources	Comment by Author: Adding outdoor recreation opportunities is a positive. Please do not leave this resource blank or ?
	☐	☐	☐
	14
	Socioeconomics: changes to tax base or competition with private sector	Comment by Author: Similar to environmental justice, could increase tax base
	☐	☐	☐
	15
	Sound (noise impacts)	Comment by Author: Shooting ranges, federally protected wilderness areas, sensitive habitat areas, motorized trail development, etc. should look into this resource for long term impacts. As well as potential tribal concerns regarding noise from technology to plants and animals.
	☐	☐	☐
	16
	Unique ecosystems, such as biosphere reserves, World Heritage sites, old growth forests, etc.	Comment by Author: Habitat, increasing visitors would likely be negative (insignificant) or restoration would be positive
	☐	☐	☐
	17
	Water quality and/or quantity	Comment by Author: Water filtration/reuse system for splash pads? Impacts to ground water table via a retention pond? Negatives have to be addressed thoroughly. 
	☐	☐	☐
	18
	Water: coastal barrier resources or coastal zones	Comment by Author: Dingle Johnson, shoreline restoration improve
	☐	☐	☐
	19
	Water: marine and/or estuarine	Comment by Author: Breakwaters, dredging, beach development, etc.
	☐	☐	☐
	20
	Water: stream flow characteristics	Comment by Author: Will sedimentation in nearby streams occur, will streams be diverted or dammed?
	☐	☐	☐
	21
	Water: wetlands and floodplains	Comment by Author: Any impact/development in wetlands and floodplains needs USACE consult.
	☐	☐	☐
	22
	Other important resources	Comment by Author: Add as necessary
Explain:
	☐	☐	☐


Table 2 – This is a list of mandatory impact criteria that preclude the use of a categorical exclusion. If you answer “yes” or “?” for any of the mandatory criteria, you must develop an EA or EIS regardless of your answers in table 1.	Comment by Author: If a CE is the desired NEPA pathway, all answers in Table 2 should be NO. If there is a ? or Yes selected, compliance will ask the sponsor for clarification. If clarification cannot be obtained, an EA will be necessary. 	Comment by Author: Do NOT leave any blanks in this table, all questions must be answered.  
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	Will your proposal:
	Y
	N
	?

	1
	Have significant negative impacts on public health or safety?
	☐	☐	☐
	2
	Have significant negative impacts on unique natural resource or geographic characteristics such as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands; floodplains; national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas?
	☐	☐	☐
	3
	Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources?
	☐	☐	☐
	4
	Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks?
	☐	☐	☐
	5
	Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects?
	☐	☐	☐
	6
	Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects?
	☐	☐	☐
	7
	Have significant adverse effects on properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as determined by NPS?
	☐	☐	☐
	8
	Have significant negative impacts to species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species or have significant impacts on designated critical habitat for these species?
	☐	☐	☐
	9
	Violate a federal law, or a state, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment?
	☐	☐	☐
	10
	Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (EO 12898)?
	☐	☐	☐
	11
	Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites?
	☐	☐	☐
	12
	Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species?
	☐	☐	☐




1. Have there been any previous NEPA/SEPA documents that are relevant to this project or this specific site?
a. ☐ No
b. ☐ Yes –   Summarize findings below and attach additional information as needed.	Comment by Author: The previous NEPA/SEPA documents should highlight the grant specific items that have previously been analyzed. Compliance will not accept hundreds of pages of documentation without specifically earmarking/highlighting the specific grant funded items and the environmental resources associated with the grant aspects.
Click or tap here to enter text.
2. Explain any negative or unknown impacts identified in Table 1 of the Environmental Resources Survey, or any boxes marked “yes” in Table 2 (mandatory criteria). 	Comment by Author: Negative, unknown, or no impact described here from Table 1. Any yes or unknown impacts described here from Table 2.
Click or tap here to enter text.
3. How was the information identified in the tables derived and what sources of data were used to justify the impact selection?	Comment by Author: As an example: # 5 in Table 1 is T&E Species. “This project was consulted on with staff biologist, local FWS staff, and/or IPAC attached showing no impacts.” Email correspondence with FWS for informal consultation is appropriate for our files as long as the information does not progress towards requiring a Take Permit.

Please make sure adequate information is listed here to show the resources in Tables 1&2 were analyzed.
Click or tap here to enter text.
4. Who contributed to filling out the Environmental Resources Survey (include name, title, agency) and what qualifications do they have that provide the necessary resource expertise to determine impact significance?	Comment by Author: Please list the names, titles, and experience of individuals who assisted in reviewing the environmental documentation. A town mayor likely will not have the experience necessary to provide recommendations on impacts. We want to see environmental professionals that have experience in the project area.
Click or tap here to enter text.
5. List all required federal, state, and local permits/approvals needed for the proposal and explain their purpose and status. 	Comment by Author: If a Federally Issued Regulatory Permit is needed (i.e. USFWS Take Permit, USACE 404 Permit, etc.) that documentation is REQUIRED for grant award. Grant approval cannot move forward until Federal Permits are in hand.	Comment by Author: If a Federally Issued Regulatory Permit is issued (i.e. USFWS Take Permit, USACE 404 Permit, etc.) that documentation is REQUIRED for grant award. Grant approval can move forward as long as the sponsor is accurately documenting the steps necessary for permit issuance. Compliance staff can help the state and sponsor work/consult with other federal agencies towards a permit.
Click or tap here to enter text.
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