
Grant Awards
Farmland Preservation Category
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
2025-2027

Rank Score

Project 
Number 
and Type1 Grant Applicant Project Name Grant Request

Applicant 
Match Total

Grant 
Awarded

1 50.62 24-1691 A North Olympic Land Trust Heifer Farm $1,986,750 $2,428,250 $4,415,000 $1,986,750
2 48.43 24-1922 A Methow Conservancy Christianson Twisp River Agricultural Conservation $423,313 $498,313 $921,626 $423,313
3 47.88 24-1694 A North Olympic Land Trust Cameron Farm Estates $624,150 $762,850 $1,387,000 $624,150

4 47.71 24-1867 A Methow Conservancy Doubletree Farms Thrasher-Soodak Mundy Road Agricultural 
Conservation Easement $174,203 $201,923 $376,126 $174,203

5 47.14 24-1908 A Methow Conservancy Christianson Mundy Road Agriculture Conservation Easement $246,550 $285,516 $532,066 $246,550
6 46.75 24-1931 A Columbia Land Trust Trout Lake Phase Five $1,999,500 $1,999,500 $3,999,000 $1,999,500
7 45.43 24-1813 A Okanogan Land Trust Carter Mountain Livestock Family Ranch $990,200 $990,200 $1,980,400 $990,200
8 43.62 24-1885 A State Conservation Commission Foothills Farm Agricultural Easement $4,054,000 $4,054,000 $4,054,000 2

9 42.12 24-1962 A Washington Farmland Trust French Slough Farm Two $1,283,500 $1,283,500 $2,567,000 Alternate
10 41.75 24-1798 A State Conservation Commission Luna Gulch Agricultural Easement $946,522 $946,522 $946,522 3

11 41.38 24-1857 A State Conservation Commission Swale Canyon Agricultural Easement $646,012 $646,012 $646,012 3

11 41.38 24-1892 A State Conservation Commission Williams Rangeland Protection $1,048,582 $1,048,582 $1,048,582 3

13 40.88 24-1811 A State Conservation Commission Hinterlands Agricultural Easement $4,215,000 $4,215,000 $4,215,000 3

14 40.5 24-1889 A Washington Farmland Trust Breum Family Farm $193,545 $236,555 $430,100 Alternate
15 38.88 24-1887 A Washington Farmland Trust Rod Dairy $241,570 $295,255 $536,825 Alternate

Total $19,073,397 $8,981,862 $28,055,259 $17,354,782

1Project Type: A=Acquisition
2Partially funded by the board in June and fully funded by the RCO director in August.
3Funded by the RCO director in August.



Evaluation Scores
Farmland Preservation Category
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
2025-2027

Rank

Project
Number 
and Type1 Project Name

1. Viability 
of the Site

2. 
Threat 
to the 
Land

3. 
Access 

to 
Markets

4. On-site 
Infrastructure

5. 
Building 
Envelope

6. Farmland 
Stewardship

7. 
Stewardship 

Practices

8. Benefits 
to the 

Community

9. 
Community 

Support 10. Match

11. 
Easement 
Duration Total

Point Range 0-16 0-10 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-6 0-2 0-6 0-2 0-2 -10-0
1 24-1691 A Heifer Farm 14.88 9.50 3.75 4.00 3.25 4.38 1.38 5.50 2.00 2.00 0.00 50.63

2 24-1922 A
Christianson Twisp 
River Agricultural 
Conservation

14.71 9.29 3.43 3.86 3.29 4.43 1.71 5.71 2.00 0.00 0.00 48.43

3 24-1694 A Cameron Farm Estates 14.62 8.88 3.88 2.38 3.62 3.75 1.38 5.38 2.00 2.00 0.00 47.88

4 24-1867 A

Doubletree Farms 
Thrasher-Soodak 
Mundy Road 
Agricultural 
Conservation Easement

14.43 9.14 3.71 3.00 3.14 5.29 1.71 5.43 1.86 0.00 0.00 47.71

5 24-1908 A
Christianson Mundy 
Road Agriculture 
Conservation Easement

14.29 9.00 3.71 2.57 3.00 4.86 1.71 6.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 47.14

6 24-1931 A Trout Lake Phase Five 14.50 8.62 3.88 4.00 2.88 5.12 0.5 5.25 2.00 0.00 0.00 46.75

7 24-1813 A Carter Mountain 
Livestock Family Ranch 14.00 7.71 2.57 3.86 4.00 4.43 1.71 5.14 2.00 0.00 0.00 45.43

8 24-1885 A Foothills Farm 
Agricultural Easement 13.50 8.25 3.62 3.38 3.88 4.75 0.12 4.62 1.50 0.00 0.00 43.63

9 24-1962 A French Slough Farm 
Two 12.75 9.12 3.88 2.75 2.88 4.00 1.38 4.75 0.62 0.00 0.00 42.13

 1Project Type: A=Acquisition
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10 24-1798 A Luna Gulch Agricultural 
Easement 14.38 8.00 2.88 3.75 4.00 3.75 0.12 3.25 1.62 0.00 0.00 41.75

11 24-1857 A Swale Canyon 
Agricultural Easement 13.25 7.88 3.25 3.50 3.62 3.62 0.12 4.50 1.62 0.00 0.00 41.38

11 24-1892 A Williams Rangeland 
Protection 13.12 7.50 3.62 3.25 3.12 3.88 0.12 4.75 2.00 0.00 0.00 41.38

13 24-1811 A Hinterlands Agricultural 
Easement 13.12 7.38 3.50 3.25 3.12 4.00 0.12 4.50 1.88 0.00 0.00 40.88

14 24-1889 A Breum Family Farm 13.62 8.12 3.38 3.12 2.88 2.50 0.75 3.75 0.38 2.00 0.00 40.50
15 24-1887 A Rod Dairy 12.88 8.12 3.38 3.00 2.75 1.75 1 3.62 0.38 2.00 0.00 38.88

 1Project Type: A=Acquisition



Farmland Preservation Category 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 

North Olympic Land Trust Grant Request: $1,986,750 
Conserving Heifer Farm 

The North Olympic Land Trust will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, on the 133.6-acre Heifer Farm in the Sequim-
Dungeness area. Nearly 95 percent of the land is fully irrigated, prime farmland and another  
5 percent has statewide important soils. The land has been a farm since 1859. The Smith family 
has been farming Heifer Farm since 1996, to support its dairy–one of two remaining dairies in a 
county that formally was known as the "milk basket" of Washington. The Smith family grows 
silage, hay, and crop seeds, and raises heifers they milk for Darigold. Heifer Farm features a 
historic barn, and because of its positioning in the valley tucked under the Olympic Mountains, 
frequently is photographed to represent- Sequim. Preservation of this farm has both cultural 
and historic value. Heifer Farm also supports important habitat for tundra and trumpeter swans, 
many birds of prey, and western bumblebees. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1691) 

Methow Conservancy Grant Request: $423,313 
Christianson Twisp River Agricultural Conservation 

The Methow Conservancy will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation agreement, 
also called a conservation easement, to permanently protect a one-hundred-acre charismatic 
ranch at the confluence of the Twisp River and Poorman Creek that has been owned and farmed 
by the Christianson family since the 1890s. The farm is leased for grazing and the next 
generation of Christiansons are stepping in to farm the land. The farm has high-quality soils and 
water rights, which will be tied to the land forever as part of the conservation easement. In 
addition to farmland protection, the purchase provides an opportunity for restoration of 
streambank habitat and floodplains along the Twisp River, which will benefit salmon and other 
important wildlife species. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of this project. (24-1922) 

North Olympic Land Trust Grant Request: $624,150 
Conserving Cameron Farm Estates 

The North Olympic Land Trust will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, on 38.6 acres of farmland in the Sequim-
Dungeness area. The farm is fully irrigated, 100 percent prime farmland, used to grow hay and 
row crops. The purchase will conserve this important farmland in the heart of the greater 
agricultural landscape of the Dungeness Valley. The open fields provide bucolic relief for traffic 
along Woodcock and Towne Roads. The fields also are used by wildlife, including State-
protected trumpeter swans, tundra swans, many birds of prey, and western bumblebees. Visit 
RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more information and photographs of this project. (24-1694) 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1691
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1691
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1922
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1922
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1694


Farmland Preservation Category 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 
Methow Conservancy Grant Request: $174,203 
Conserving Doubletree Farms 

The Methow Conservancy will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation agreement, 
also called a conservation easement, to permanently protect 32.1 acres of the Doubletree Farm 
near Twisp. The land is part of the farm's dairy, which uses Jersey and Jersey-cross cows. 
Doubletree Farms sells its milk at local grocery stores, providing the only local state-certified 
milk for the Methow Valley. The farm contains high-quality soils and water rights, which will be 
tied to the land forever as part of the conservation easement. In addition to farmland protection, 
the purchase provides an opportunity for restoration of stream-bank habitat and floodplains 
along the Methow River, which could benefit salmon and other important wildlife. Visit RCO’s 
online Project Snapshot for more information and photographs of this project. (24-1867) 

Methow Conservancy Grant Request: $246,550 
Protecting the Mundy Road Farm 

The Methow Conservancy will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation agreement, 
also called a conservation easement, to permanently protect sixty-one acres of farmland on 
Mundy Road near Twisp. The land is part of the Doubletree Farm's dairy operation of Jersey and 
Jersey-cross cows. The land contains high-quality soils and water rights, which will be tied to the 
land forever as part of the conservation easement. The farm is large enough to sustain a farming 
operation on its own. In addition to farmland protection, the purchase provides an opportunity 
for restoration of stream-bank habitat and floodplains along the Methow River, which could 
benefit salmon and other important wildlife. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1908) 

Columbia Land Trust Grant Request: $1,999,500 
Conserving a Trout Lake Valley Dairy Farm 

The Columbia Land Trust will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation agreement, also 
called a conservation easement, for 256 acres of prime farmland in Trout Lake Valley in 
northwest Klickitat County. Located at the base of Mount Adams, the land includes one of the 
largest organic cow dairies in the state. Prime farmland soils cover 94 percent of the land. In the 
summer, the land is used as dairy cow pasture and, in the winter, to grow hay and alfalfa that is 
converted to livestock feed. The farmland and its protection are key to the dairy's provision of 
organic milk throughout the Pacific Northwest through the Darigold cooperative. Without 
protection, the farmland is at risk of development. In the winter and early spring, the farm's 
snow-free grass is used by part of the state's largest elk herd and in the spring, its wet pastures 
are visited by state endangered sandhill cranes. The conservation easement will protect this 
regionally important farm and prevent additional development along the Wild and Scenic White 
Salmon River, which runs through the larger property. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for 
more information and photographs of this project. (24-1931) 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1867
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1908
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1908
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1931


Farmland Preservation Category 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 
Okanogan Land Trust Grant Request: $990,200 
Protecting the Carter Mountain Livestock Family Ranch 

The Okanogan Land Trust will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation agreement, 
also called a conservation easement, to permanently protect 2,312 acres of ranchland and 
shrub-steppe habitat. Carter Mountain Livestock LLC is a multigenerational, family-owned 
operation specializing in cow and calf rearing and hay production that was established in 1900. 
The purchase will help preserve the agricultural viability of the operation and conserve 
thousands of acres of wildlife habitat. Conserving the land will create undeveloped corridors for 
big game and animals that depend on shrub-steppe habitat. Protection of the land will 
extinguish 622 development rights, creating a valuable opportunity to conserve ranchland that 
would otherwise have high development potential. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1813) 

Washington State Conservation Commission Grant Request: $4,054,000 
Conserving Foothills Farm 

The State Conservation Commission will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, on the 317-acre Foothills Farm in Kittitas 
County. The area is characterized by the pastoral landscape at the eastern foothills of the 
Cascade Mountains as well as its rich soils and valuable wildlife habitat. Preserving high-quality 
irrigated farmland like Foothills Farm has a multitude of benefits for the farming family, the 
agricultural community of Kittitas County, and the wildlife that use the unique habitats on the 
farm. In addition to extensive fields and hedgerows, the farm has multiple wetlands, is bisected 
by the Palouse to the Cascades Trail, and is bordered by the 3,600-acre Springwood Ranch, 
which the Trust for Public Lands recently bought. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1885) 

Washington Farmland Trust Grant Request: $1,283,500 
Conserving the French Slough Farm in Snohomish County 

The Washington Farmland Trust will use this grant to a buy voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, for 490 acres of French Slough Farm, 
extinguishing nearly fifty development rights. French Slough Farm is a fifth-generation farm in 
the Snohomish River Valley, one mile southeast of the city of Snohomish. The farm has been 
under continuous ownership and production by the Bartelheimer Family since 1918. The land 
borders French Creek and the Pilchuck River at its confluence with the Snohomish River. Both 
the Pilchuck and Snohomish Rivers are priority migration and breeding habitat for Chinook and 
coho salmon, as well as chum salmon and cutthroat and bull trout. The conservation easement 
will ensure the property will be protected as working farmland and allow for compatible 
restoration targeting these priority species and habitats in the future. Visit RCO’s online Project 
Snapshot for more information and photographs of this project. (24-1962) 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1813
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1813
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1885
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1885
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1962


Farmland Preservation Category 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 
Washington State Conservation Commission Grant Request: $946,522 
Conserving a Luna Gulch Farm 

The State Conservation Commission will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, on 1,326 acres to preserve the agricultural 
values of this Klickitat County farm forever. Located on the south side of Pleasant Valley, the 
farm is a fifteen-minute drive to Goldendale and offers expansive views of the Simcoe 
Mountains to the north and the Cascade Mountains to the west. One mile of Luna Creek, as well 
as several tributaries, travel through the property and support a run of Endangered Species Act-
listed steelhead trout. The land also includes oak forest and shrub-steppe habitat, and hosts 
golden eagles and the Townsends big eared bat. The farm is a mixture of crops, forage pasture, 
and rangeland grazing. To the north is 1,850 acres conserved by the State Conservation 
Commission. The two properties will combine to create a contiguous block of 3,176 acres of 
preserved farm and rangeland. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of this project. (24-1798) 

Washington State Conservation Commission Grant Request: $646,012 
Conserving Ranchland in Swale Canyon  

The State Conservation Commission will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, to protect an 875-acre ranch in Swale Canyon, 
forever. The ranch provides grazing pasture and grows alfalfa-grass hay for livestock. The land 
has many different and valuable habitat types including an Endangered Species Act-listed 
steelhead-bearing stream and white-oak savannahs. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for 
more information and photographs of this project. (24-1857) 

Washington State Conservation Commission Grant Request: $1,048,582 
Conserving Yakima County Rangeland 

The State Conservation Commission will use this grant to a buy voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, for 1,563 acres to preserve the agricultural 
conservation values forever. The land is in the Moxee watershed of Yakima County, a valley with 
a rich agricultural history. The land has been used to raise cows. Visit RCO’s online Project 
Snapshot for more information and photographs of this project. (24-1892) 

Conservation Commission Grant Request: $4,215,000 
Conserving Hinterlands Farms 

The State Conservation Commission will use this grant to buy a voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, for 336 acres of highly productive orchard and 
shrub-steppe habitat in Chelan County, near Manson. The land, owned by Hinterlands Farms, 
sits on the foothills overlooking Lake Chelan, where it has produced high-quality fruit for 
decades. The land has a broad diversity of soil types, and includes wetlands and shrub-steppe 
habitat used by birds and other wildlife. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1811) 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1798
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1798
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1857
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1892
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1811
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1811


Farmland Preservation Category 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 
Washington Farmland Trust Grant Request: $193,545 
Conserving Breum Family Farm in Snohomish County 

The Washington Farmland Trust will use this grant to a buy voluntary land preservation 
agreement, also called a conservation easement, for 148.7 acres of Breum Family Farm, just west 
of Stanwood. The farm is an active, commercial farm specializing in growing row and seed crops, 
such as beets, spinach, and potatoes, as well as grass seed for commercial sale. The farm has 
prime soil for farming. The farmers use a crop rotation system, which helps maintain the 
integrity of the soil and is considered a soil management best practice. The easement will 
conserve the land as farmland forever, to ensure farming remains a viable commercial industry 
in the Stillaguamish Valley and deter more intense forms of residential, commercial, and 
industrial development in the floodplain. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of this project. (24-1889) 

Washington Farmland Trust Grant Request: $241,570 
Conserving Rod Dairy 

Washington Farmland Trust will use this grant to a buy voluntary land preservation agreement, 
also called a conservation easement, for 190 acres of Rod Dairy, an active dairy in the 
Stillaguamish River Valley, just south of Stanwood. The dairy has prime soil for farming and is 
used for grazing dairy cows and growing hay and livestock feed. The easement will conserve the 
land as farmland forever, to ensure farming remains a viable commercial industry in the 
Stillaguamish Valley and deter more intense forms of residential, commercial, and industrial 
development in the floodplain. Visit RCO’s online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of this project. (24-1887) 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1889
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1889
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1887
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=24-1887
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