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Project
Number Water Resource RCO Grants
and Link Grant Applicant Project Name j Inventory Area Total Mana
26-1258 Jamestown S'Klallam Dungenes's Riparian Forest Acquisition Elwha-Dungeness (18) Clallam $10,953,000 $10,953,000 Alissa Ferrell
- Tribe Conservation
26-1200  /hidbey Camano Volcano Point Conservation o civion Island (6) Island $2,000,000 $7,163,000  $9,163,000 Bridget Kaminski
- Land Trust Easement
Carey Creek at 276th
26-1224 King County Southeast Fish Passage Restoration Cedar-Sammamish (8) King $2,000,000 $2,000,000 Lisa Nelson
Project
. Lower Miller River Floodplain . . . .
26-1112 King County ) ) Restoration Snohomish (7) King $2,000,000 $2,000,000 Lisa Nelson
- Restoration Project
North Creek Culvert
26-1177 Gig Harbor Replacement at Harborview Restoration Kitsap (15) Pierce $2,200,000 $2,200,000 Bridget Kaminski
Drive
. Clear Creek Floodplain . . . .
26-1273 Pierce County Restoration Puyallup-White (10) Pierce $8,000,000 $8,000,000 Kate McLaughlin

Reconnection Phase 1

Intensively Monitored

Skagit River System Lower Skagit-Samish

26-1572 . Watershed-Smokehouse Tidal Restoration Skagit $25,815,000 $25,815,000 Bridget Kaminski
=—="" Cooperative . (3)
Marsh Restoration
I Intensively Monitored . .
26-1576  SfeBILRverSystem - orched-Similk Estuary  Restoration  LOWerSkagitSamish o $9,871,000 $9,871,000 Bridget Kaminski

Cooperative

(3)

Restoration Phase 3



https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1258
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1200
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1224
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1112
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1177
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1273
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1572
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1576
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Washington Spencer Island Estuar
26-1109 Department of Fish P X y Restoration Snohomish (7) Snohomish $6,610,000 $6,610,000 Lisa Nelson
- - Restoration
and Wildlife
) Shinglebolt Slough ) ) . .
26-1115 Snohomish County ) i Restoration Snohomish (7) Snohomish $4,823,000 $4,823,000 Lisa Nelson
= Restoration Construction
26-1163 St||!aguam|sh Tribe of - Cicero FI.oodealn ) Restoration Stillaguamish (5) Snohomish $6,280,000 $6,280,000 Elizabeth Butler
- Indians Restoration-Construction
Washington Deschutes Estuar
26-1210 Department of y Restoration Deschutes (13) Thurston $8,770,000 $8,770,000 Kate McLaughlin

Restoration
Ecology
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https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1115
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1163
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1210
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Project Descriptions (unedited)

Project 26-1258

Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe
Dungeness Riparian Forest Conservation

This large-scale riparian acquisition project is the #1 ranked project in the North
Olympic Peninsula Lead Entity for Salmon 2026 grant round. It encompasses an
extremely important spawning and rearing reach for 3 ESA salmon populations - Puget
Sound Chinook, Eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca summer chum, and PS steelhead, and
foraging habitat for bull trout, an ESA char species. Within the entire watershed over the
past five years, 13% of all Chinook spawning and 16% of all steelhead spawning has
occurred in this reach. The project also benefits cutthroat, coho, fall chum, and pink
salmon. Providing permanent protection for high quality riparian habitat is a top priority
for conserving and restoring Dungeness River salmon and char. The river-spanning
property is a legacy farm which is well suited for development. Since the GMA
protections took effect in 1995, developers have converted about 30% of all agricultural
land within the Dungeness Valley to residential and commercial uses. The Tribe
considers the property to be highly at risk. The project will permanently conserve 215
acres of superb salmon habitat along a 1.75-mile reach of Dungeness River. It includes
2.45 miles of river shorelines, 0.75 miles of side channels, 161 acres of riparian forests,
116 acres of floodplains, and 212 acres of channel migration zones with site potential
tree height buffers. The single-owner property extends from river mile 4.75 to RM 6.5
and is adjacent to the Dungeness Nature Center.

Project 26-1200

Whidbey Camano Land Trust
Volcano Point Conservation Easement

The goal of the Volcano Point conservation easement project is to protect approximately
95 acres of a 120-acre property situated along Admiralty Inlet on Whidbey Island. The
property's habitat includes over one mile of shoreline, backed by feeder bluffs that are
identified by the WA Department of Ecology as "Exceptional," as well as upland fields
and forest. Protection will benefit offshore kelp and eelgrass beds that provide
migratory habitat for salmon, including threatened Hood Canal chum and chinook,
coho, and pink salmon, as well as spawning habitat for forage fish like surf smelt. The
conservation easement will prohibit any development within the easement area as well
as commercial timber harvesting. The conservation easement will include a trail
easement which will allow for a publicly accessible trail to be developed within the
property's uplands that will connect with the beach below via an existing access. An
affirmative right for the Land Trust to restore some portion of the property, including
creating a vegetated buffer along the property's bluffs, will also be secured with the
conservation easement.

Project 26-1224

King County
Carey Creek at 276th Southeast Fish Passage

King County requests funding to remove a partial fish passage blockage and construct a
fish passable structure where 276th Ave SE, crosses over Carey Creek, a tributary of
Issaquah Creek in Hobart, WA. This proposal seeks funding for management and


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1258
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1200
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1224
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construction of the project, with construction activities planned to occur in 2028 or
2029. The replacement stream crossing structure will reestablish unobstructed fish
passage t0???74.43???miles of high-quality aquatic and riparian habitat supporting
spawning, juvenile rearing, and cool water refugia for ESA-listed Chinook, coho, sockeye,
ESA-listed steelhead, and cutthroat trout. As a key project in the King County 2020-2039
Fish Passage Workplan, the project will remedy the second highest priority fish passage
barrier out of more than 950 county-owned fish passage barriers ranked based on
potential habitat benefits. This barrier culvert is the sole barrier on mainstem Carey
Creek, and the project would restore unimpeded salmon access to the natural extent of
Carey Creek up to a natural barrier waterfall. The Issaquah Hatchery is only downstream
barrier (33% passable) between the project location and Puget Sound. The replacement
stream-crossing structure will consist of a bridge more than 100 feet long with at least
13 feet of vertical clearance below. This will allow large native wildlife such as elk, bear,
and deer migration along the creek to cross safely under the roadway, thus reducing
wildlife-vehicle collisions.

Project 26-1112

King County
Lower Miller River Floodplain Restoration

The Lower Miller River Floodplain Restoration project will provide habitat restoration
and flood risk reduction at its confluence with the South Fork Skykomish River. It will
maximize habitat value for ESA listed salmonids and non listed fish species by removing
artificial constraints on fluvial processes, restore hydrologic function, and provide flood
risk reduction benefits. Funding would support implementation phase for floodplain
reconnection with goals to advance salmon recovery and mitigate flood risk in this high
priority habitat location in unincorporated King County, WRIA 7.

Project 26-1177

Gig Harbor
North Creek Culvert Replacement at Harborview Drive

The project will remove an undersized, aging 6-ft by 6-ft by 146-ft concrete box culvert
conveying North Creek beneath Harborview Drive and replace it with a 45-ft-wide by
140-ft-long bridge that fully restores natural stream processes and fish passage. The
existing culvert constrains the channel and limits passage for juvenile and adult
salmonids, while the proposed bridge will safely convey the 100-year flood and
projected 2080 climate-change flows with appropriate depth and velocity across all life
stages. The bridge will support two lanes of traffic, sidewalks, and utilities, eliminate the
roadway fill prism, and reestablish a natural-bottomed channel that functions as a
wildlife corridor. Completion of this project will reconnect approximately 3,800 linear
feet (1,158 meters) of North Creek to the Gig Harbor estuary, and this benefit is
amplified by the recent land acquisition by the city of approximately 52 acres of
adjacent riparian corridor under conservation easement, ensuring high-quality,
permanently protected habitat. The estuary, creek, and surrounding land is located
within the ancestral homelands and main village site of the Sxwababs peoples. It is
possible we may encounter culturally significant artifacts during the project.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1112
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Project 26-1273

Pierce County
Clear Creek Floodplain Reconnection Phase 1

The Clear Creek Floodplain Reconnection Project - Phase 1 will create and/or restore 125
acres of salmonid habitat within the Clear Creek floodplain by re-meandering a properly
sized Clear Creek through a channel network that includes open water pond features
sustained by beaver dam analogs adjacent to restored wetlands and upland habitats
designed for species diversity, shading, and water quality improvements. The project
proposes to excavate 100,000 cubic yards of historic fill to create the new channels and
pond networks and re-use to create upland shade berms, remove 15,400 sq yards of
pavement, and remove 9 undersized culverts. The project will support Puyallup
Watershed salmonid populations, which are all documented to use the basin for at least
one life phase, including two federally listed species: Chinook (Puget Sound ESU) and
steelhead (Puget Sound DPS). Additional ESA-listed species that could benefit include
bull trout, northwestern pond turtle, and marbled murrelet. The Project Site is a
designated critical habitat for listed Chinook (Puget Sound ESU) and steelhead trout
(Puget Sound EPS), and is designated essential fish habitat for coho, Chinook, and pink
salmon. This project will improve viable salmonid population parameters (VSPs) of
population growth rates of salmonids through increased habitat quality, abundance of
populations, and diversity of populations via providing new growth and refuge areas
allowing greater population resilience.

Project 26-1572

Skagit River System Cooperative
Intensively Monitored Watershed-Smokehouse Tidal Marsh Restoration

The Smokehouse Tidal Marsh Restoration project will restore more than 232 acres of
saltmarsh along Swinomish Channel by setting back a levee that was constructed in
1937. The restored marsh will include approximately 9.4 miles (49,700 linear feet) of
blind channels that will increase the capacity of the site to support juvenile Chinook
salmon. The Skagit Chinook Recovery Plan documented the availability of tidal marsh
habitat as a key limiting factor for juvenile Chinook rearing and specifically identified the
Smokehouse project. The project is primarily intended to provide critical rearing habitat
for juvenile Chinook salmon, but will also support habitat connectivity along the
Swinomish channel, and benefit other species that utilize tidal marsh habitats. The
project is located entirely within the reservation of the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community and reflects the commitment of the Swinomish people to salmon recovery.

Project 26-1576

Skagit River System Cooperative
Intensively Monitored Watershed Similk Estuary Restoration Phase 3

This project will fill the remaining funding gap for the third and final phase of the Similk
Estuary Restoration Project, which includes the raising and reconstruction of Satterlee
Road, and the construction of a 100ft bridge, the raising of the Swinomish Shellfish
Company's upland operation area, and excavation of the final primary tidal channel
connection.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1273
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1572
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Project 26-1109

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Spencer Island Estuary Restoration

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), in partnership with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), is seeking funding to construct the Spencer Island
Estuary Restoration Project, a large-scale habitat restoration project located within the
Snohomish River estuary near Everett. The project will restore approximately 315 acres
of estuarine habitat on Spencer Island, a tidally influenced marsh island that provides
important fish and wildlife habitat as well as outdoor recreation opportunities for the
surrounding community. Grant funding will support restoration construction activities
designed to restore natural hydrology, tidal connectivity, and ecosystem processes
throughout the project area. Restoration actions funded through this award would
include building a temporary bridge for construction access over Union Slough, filling
legacy agricultural drainage ditches, constructing new tidal channels, and removing
marine debris and wood waste associated with existing infrastructure. The overall goal
of the project is to restore self-sustaining estuarine processes, improve ecological
connectivity, and restore tidal freshwater marsh-all of which are important to juvenile
salmonids, particularly ESA-listed Chinook salmon. Restoration design has been
developed to balance ecological restoration with continued public access where
feasible, ensuring Spencer Island remains an important community destination as well as
vital habitat for Puget Sound salmon.

Project 26-1115

Snohomish County
Shinglebolt Slough Restoration Construction

The Shinglebolt Slough restoration project is south of Sultan along the Skykomish River
and onto its active floodplain. This project is located in a dynamic river reach where the
interconnected floodplain begins to meet more developed infrastructure. Maintaining
this infrastructure where the river sees large flooding inundation across the floodplain
and is actively changing, has reduced salmon habitat and the natural process that
creates conditions for juvenile salmon rearing. County flood risk reduction efforts have
been active in this area for many years through flood damaged property acquisition. The
salmon habitat restoration goals are to increase the availability and quality of rearing
habitat for juvenile salmonids, restore floodplain connectivity, reconnect channel
pathways, allow for natural river process, and promote long term riparian forest
development. The project will remove 900 feet of a relic private levee along the
Skykomish River, reestablish over 9,000 feet of side channels, install engineered log jams
along the edge of the mainstem and throughout the side channels, and plant over 45
acres of native riparian vegetation. Project elements will work with natural river
processes to restore mainstem edge habitat, reconnect the floodplain and side channels
allowing access for juvenile spring outmigrant Chinook salmon, as well as other
salmonids, to find seasonal high-water rearing and flood refuge habitat.
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Project 26-1163

Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians
Cicero Floodplain Restoration-Construction

The Stillaguamish Tribe proposes to restore floodplain, riparian, and instream habitats
along the North Fork Stillaguamish River, just upstream of the HWY 530 Cicero Bridge.
The Tribe proposes to dig a significant side channel, construct many engineered log
jams (ELJs), plant the majority of the site native riparian species, and control invasive
weeds. This reach is used by ESA listed populations of Chinook, steelhead, and bull
trout, but is also home to coho, chum, and pink salmon populations, along with resident
rainbow and searun cutthroat trout. It is in priority reaches for large wood, riparian, and
floodplain restoration as defined in the Stillaguamish chapter of the 2005 Puget Sound
Chinook Salmon Recovery Plan. Habitat created at this site will benefit all life stages of
ESA listed Puget Sound Stillaguamish River Chinook (Threatened) and increase
abundance of this primary food source of Southern Resident Killer Whales. This award
will completely fund construction, since the Tribe has already secured $2m in funding
from Floodplains By Design.

Project 26-1210

Washington Department of Ecology
Deschutes Estuary Restoration

The Department of Ecology is leading the Deschutes Estuary Restoration Project, which
will restore estuarine habitat critical to salmonids in the lower 2 miles of the Deschutes
Watershed. The project will remove the 5th Avenue dam, restore 260 acres of estuary
habitat, and create 85 acres of new salt marsh habitat. ESA-listed Chinook salmon and
steelhead would benefit through improved estuarine conditions that support their early
life stages; Coho salmon, a species of concern, would have freer access to spawning
grounds 40 miles upriver. Southern Puget Sound provides important rearing habitat for
juvenile salmonids that spawn elsewhere in the region, of which Chinook is a key food
source for the ESA-listed Southern Resident killer whale. Ecology modeling has found
that the project is the only viable strategy to resolve chronic dissolved oxygen depletion
in Budd Inlet and comply with state and federal water quality standards. The project
would restore ecosystem services important to the Squaxin Island Tribe, restore and
expand recreational access to the water which has been restricted because of invasive
species concerns, and reduce flood risk for downtown Olympia. Grant funding would
support key activities required to initiate dredging of the historic channel and form
habitat and shoreline restoration areas where dredged sediment would be beneficially
reused. The project is a top priority of WRIA 13 and local partners including Olympia
and the Tribe.
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