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26-1131 Trout Unlimited Inc. i Restoration  Middle Snake (35)  Asotin $311,800 $311,800 Bonnie Irving
- Restoration
26-1272 Lower Col.umbla Estuary Lower Columbia Riparian Planning Salmon-Washougal Clark $309,078 $309,078 John Foltz
S Partnership Strategy Development (28)
26.1310  -ower Columbia Fish Upper Mason Creek Riparian o vion  Lewis (27) Clark $186,555 $186,555 Bob Warinner
S Enhancement Group Stewardship

Beaver Relocation and .
26-1128 Greate.r Hells Canyon Beaver Dam Analog Restoration Middle Snake (35), Columbia $261,680 $15,200 $276,880 Bonnie Irving
- Council Walla Walla (32)

Envelope
26-1136 Confe'derated Trlb'es of the  Walla Walla Riparian Restoration  Walla Walla (32) Columbia, $292,273 $87,500 $379,773 Bonnie Irving
- Umatilla Reservation Enhancement Walla Walla

Gravs Harbor Count Chehalis River Mile 9-19,

26-1144 ¥ ¥ Purple Loosestrife and Restoration  Lower Chehalis (22) Grays Harbor $206,401 $7,000 $213,401 Lisa Nelson
- Weed Board

Knotweed
26-1191 G'ray:s Harbor Conservation Ltj')we'r Chehalis Basin Planning Lower Chehalis (22) Grays Harbor $187,500 $187,500 Lisa Nelson
- District Riparian Assessment
26-1199  Vhidbey Camano Land Kristoferson Creek Preserve- o ation  Island (6) Island $30,000 $30,000 Bridget Kaminski
- Trust Beaver and Salmon

Chimacum Creek Estuary Acquisition, .
26-1150 Jefferson Land Trust Quilcene-Snow (17) Jefferson S$441,195 $140,000 $581,195 Josh Lambert

Acquisitions and Restoration

Restoration



https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1131
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1272
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1310
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1128
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1136
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1144
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1191
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1199
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1150
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26-1204 King County Restoration at Belmondo Restoration (8) King $372,399 $372,399 Lisa Nelson
Reach
26-1656 E?i:il(c:tConservatlon Riparian Maintenance Restoration Willapa (24) Pacific $205,443 $205,443 Bonnie Irving
Willapa Bay Regional . . .
26-1415  Fisheries Enhancement Mill Creek-Willapa River Restoration  Willapa (24) Pacific $232,025 $232,025 Bonnie Irving
Riparian Restoration
Group
Fl kR i
26-1726 Kalispel Tribe of Indians .umt'a Creek Restoration Restoration Pend Oreille (62) Pend Oreille $243,289 $243,289 John Foltz
- Riparian Component
. . . Indian Creek Native Plant . . .
26-1796 Kalispel Tribe of Indians Nursery Restoration Pend Oreille (62) Pend Oreille $338,000 $338,000 John Foltz
26-1548 Cowlitz Indian Tribe The Sh|re.: Riparian Restoration Salmon-Washougal Skamania $351,030 $351,030 Bob Warinner
- Restoration (28)
Washington Department Lower Stillaguamish Riparian . . . . .
26-11
6-1170 of Fish and Wildlife Stewardship at Leque Restoration Stillaguamish (5) Snohomish $877,551 $877,551 Elizabeth Butler
ill ish Tri f L ill ishE
26-1166 Sti .aguamls ribe o ower Sti éguamls stuary Restoration  Stillaguamish (5) Snohomish $740,000 $740,000 Elizabeth Butler
- Indians Stewardship
26-1176 The Nature Conservancy Is'ix;rztsl:?suamwh Riparian Restoration Stillaguamish (5) Snohomish $1,048,212 $1,048,212 Elizabeth Butler
Thurston Conservation Scatter Creek, Southeast
26-1145 District Headwaters, Riparian Restoration Upper Chehalis (23) Thurston $340,631 $340,631 Lisa Nelson
Restoration
26-1130  Tri-State Steelheaders Inc. Va2 WallaSchool District o 0 vion  Walla walla (32)  Walla Walla $77,176 $33,398  $110,574 Bonnie Irving

Riparian



https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1204
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1656
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1415
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1726
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1796
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1548
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1170
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1166
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1176
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1145
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1130
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$90,257 Bob Warinner
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Project Descriptions (unedited)

Project 26-1131

Trout Unlimited Inc.
Asotin Wildlife Area Restoration

This project will bolster floodplain and riparian restoration efforts on Asotin Creek. The
work will amplify previous efforts and continue to restore floodplain on the Asotin Creek
Wildlife Area, with further focus on Charley, South Fork Asotin and North Fork Asotin
Creeks. The overall goal is to further riparian restoration efforts necessary to broaden
benefit of previous efforts, which unveiled further riparian restoration need. Riparian
reconnection is the focus because the primary channels are isolated from their
floodplain and relic side channels are disconnected and void of habitat complexity. The
process will be shaped as follows: Design and planning of LTPBR actions and berm
opening in select reaches in the bottom 8 kilometers of Charley Creek, SF and NF Asotin
Creek. In Charley Creek, we propose to remove key confining features, build BDAs and
activate more side channels. In the North Fork and South Fork Asotin Creeks, we
propose opening key confining features, to build PALS, BDAs, and to add whole trees &
slash. In all three streams, we will add additional PALS, BDAs, and whole trees into side
channels and floodplain areas that were opened up by berm/levee opening in 2025.
Total restoration footprint would be ~5.0 miles of main channel and ~3.0 miles of side
channels over two years for the benefit of Steelhead, Chinook and Bull Trout.

Project 26-1272

Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
Lower Columbia Riparian Strategy Development

The Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership and Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board will
develop a riparian restoration strategy for the lower Columbia Lead Entity that identifies
high priority restoration and protection actions to support ESA-listed salmon and
steelhead spawning and rearing habitat throughout the Lower Columbia Recovery
Region. This GIS-based assessment will incorporate land cover and other metrics data;
and salmon and steelhead recovery priorities and distribution, with the goal of
prioritizing riparian corridors for future protection and restoration projects that increase
riparian forest connectivity, complexity, shade, and large wood recruitment
opportunities. This strategy will fill a key gap in the Lead Entity habitat strategy for the
lower Columbia by clearly connecting riparian habitat priorities to salmon and steelhead
habitat needs, supporting more efficient and effective restoration investments.

Project 26-1310

Lower Columbia Fish Enhancement Group
Upper Mason Creek Riparian Stewardship

LCFEG recently completed a large-scale restoration project on Upper Mason Creek
(SRFB#23-1155). This project enhanced 2.5 miles of creek, installed 250 instream habitat
structures, and planted 27,000 riparian plants. The primary species benefiting include
Fall Chinook, Winter and Summer Steelhead, Coho, and Chum; the secondary species
include Pacific Lamprey, Cutthroat Trout, and numerous others. This proposal is a
stewardship request to maintain and enhance the gains made with #23-1155. The
primary limiting factor facing Mason Creek is the loss of summer baseflow. By installing
numerous valley-spanning beaver dams, we have helped reverse this trend by increasing


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1131
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1272
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1310
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water storage and groundwater recharge capacity. However, in nature, these large dams
can only be maintained if there is an equally large riparian forest to support a continual
beaver presence without degradation. This project will focus on bolstering Mason's
riparian forests by nurturing recent plantings, removing invasive species, and installing
new plantings as needed. The project will also provide maintenance and enhancements
to the existing structures to help maintain the required hydration benefits. This
stewardship will help the system become self-sustaining.

Project 26-1128

Greater Hells Canyon Council
Beaver Relocation and Beaver Dam Analog Envelope

This project restores riparian and floodplain function within SRSRB priority reaches
through beaver-assisted, low-tech process-based (LTPBR) restoration, and riparian
planting. The primary objective is to improve riparian condition, elevate local
groundwater tables, reconnect floodplains, and increase habitat capacity for ESA-listed
Middle Columbia and Snake River steelhead and Snake River Spring/Summer Chinook
salmon. The project includes maintaining existing beaver dams and beaver dam analogs
(BDAs), constructing 2-4 new BDAs at each site as needed, willow/cottonwood staking,
and relocating beavers to BRAT-vetted SRSRB priority reaches once conditions improve.
Implementation is phased: Phase 1 maintains current structures or builds new BDAs as
needed with supplemental willow/cottonwood staking near them to boost groundwater,
soil moisture, and vegetation recovery. Phase 2 relocates beavers after forage and
quantity/quality of pool habitat have increased, lowering relocation risk and supporting
lasting riparian function. Willow and cottonwood stakes will be strategically placed in
the width of the riparian zone of structures where ponding and increased soil moisture
are likely to accelerate recruitment of native woody species, stabilize banks, improve
shade, and provide future forage and building material for beaver. Planting will not
occur as a stand-alone riparian enhancement but will directly support hydrologic
restoration actions.

Project 26-1136

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation
Walla Walla Riparian Enhancement

The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation are proposing 61 acres of
riparian planting, 24 acres of upland seeding, and vegetation management on existing
floodplain reconnection projects, 25 acres located at Walla Walla River RM 32.5 and 36
acres on the North Fork Touchet River (RM 1.3-1.8 and 1.8-2.6). This project will replant
areas that were disturbed during the past 6 years of floodplain restoration. This
floodplain planting project will use First Foods such including native vegetation such as
native grasses, shrubs, and trees to revegetate disturbed areas created during
restoration project completion. CTUIR staff or subcontractor will perform non-native
weed removal, riparian and upland planting during the multi-year planting effort. This
project would continue to develop a healthy riparian forest at the North Fork Touchet
and Walla Walla River 32.5 Floodplain Reconnection and Habitat Enhancement Projects.
Priority Species Supported include Middle Columbia River summer steelhead, Spring
Chinook salmon, and bull trout.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1128
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1136
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Project 26-1144

Grays Harbor County Weed Board
Chehalis River Mile 9-19, Purple Loosestrife and Knotweed

This restoration project is aimed at the control and maintenance of purple loosestrife
and knotweed along the mainstem of the Chehalis River (RM 9-19). The goal is
eradication or near-eradication levels of purple loosestrife in order to improve habitat
for priority species, including coho, fall-run Chinook salmon, spring-run Chinook
salmon, chum salmon, winter-run steelhead. The Chehalis Basin Salmon Habitat
Restoration and Preservation Strategy for WRIA 22 and 23 identifies the Lower Chehalis
River as core or secondary habitat for these species, functioning as a critical migration
corridor and supporting spawning, rearing, and refuge habitats, particularly in floodplain
and off-channel areas. Addressing the invasive riparian weeds in this portion of the river
will also protect adjoining land and streams from infestation.

Project 26-1191

Grays Harbor Conservation District
Lower Chehalis Basin Riparian Assessment

Riparian forests are in various conditions of degradation and recovery in the Lower
Chehalis Basin watersheds. This project will involve: A desktop and field assessment of
riparian conditions along up to 155 miles of Lower Chehalis Basin rivers/streams that
builds on top of previous riparian assessments. The development of 11 sub-basin
specific riparian restoration strategies that utilizes lessons learned from previous local
riparian restoration projects and prioritizes projects at a reach-scale based on
stakeholder input, a cost-benefit analysis, and salmon recovery goals. Collaboration with
local riparian restoration entities, natural resource agencies (e.g. WDFW, WSU
Extension), existing natural resource collaborations (e.g. - Grays Harbor Voluntary
Stewardship Program, Farm Bureau), and the Chehalis Lead Entity in order to develop
Riparian Restoration Strategies that are feasible to implement, science-based, and
community supported.

Project 26-1199

Whidbey Camano Land Trust
Kristoferson Creek Preserve-Beaver and Salmon

The Kristoferson Creek Preserve-Beaver and Salmon project is intended to remove an
obstruction within Kristoferson Creek to salmon that are currently being blocked by a
large beaver dam just north of Russell Road. Coho and chum are not able to get past
this dam that is just 550 feet north of Triangle Cove. The goal is to install one in-water
structure that will allow fish passage without having to remove the dam, helping to
open up 1.6 miles of upstream habitat. The device will be placed in the existing beaver
dam and include a pipe for salmon to enter, an enclosed box ladder to gain elevation
over the beaver dam, and an exit pipe. This will maintain the riparian habitat created by
the beaver dams and still allow movement of salmon in the creek. This will benefit both
juvenile and adult spawning salmon entering the system. Permitting will take place from
February-September 2026. During that time fabrication of the device will be completed
and then shipped for installation. Late September/early October 2026 will be the plan
for installation of the device prior to the highwaters that come late November. Grant


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1144
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1191
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1199
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funds will be used to cover permits, device engineering and fabrication, installation and
oversight. A waiver of retroactivity will be submitted to allow for work to occur in 2026.

Project 26-1150

Jefferson Land Trust
Chimacum Creek Estuary Acquisitions and Restoration

Jefferson Land Trust (JLT) seeks funding to acquire 2.13 acres within the Chimacum
Creek watershed in Jefferson County, Washington. The project area is located in
unincorporated Port Townsend along Admiralty Inlet in northern Hood Canal and
provides habitat for ESA-listed Hood Canal summer chum salmon, steelhead, and coho
salmon. The proposed acquisition consists of approximately eleven parcels from five
willing landowners. The parcels are situated within the steep riparian and upland slopes
of the Chimacum Creek canyon. Protection of these lands will conserve critical
ecological functions, including water retention, sediment deposition, instream shading,
and maintenance of a contiguous native forest canopy that supports wildlife movement.
Acquisition by JLT will permanently prevent inappropriate development - including
immature tree removal, installation of septic systems or unpermitted waste

disposal - within a watershed that has received substantial prior public investment for
habitat protection and restoration for over 30 years.In addition to fee acquisition
through this grant, JLT will implement invasive species control through a Riparian
Enhancement Plan (REP). The REP will apply to previously-protected parcels in the
watershed from river mile 0.6-1.5 that are already owned and managed by JLT, ensuring
ecological connectivity and resilience, and coordinated long-term stewardship and
habitat improvement across the project area.

Project 26-1204

King County
Cedar River Riparian Restoration at Belmondo Reach

This project is a partnership between King County Department of Natural Resources and
Parks (DNRP) and Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (Greenway Trust) to restore
salmon habitat on 24.8-acres of floodplain along the lower Cedar River. The project
locations are Belmondo Reach Natural Area (10.7-acres, Parcels 2923069035,
2923069043) and Dorre Don Natural Area (14.8-acres, Parcels
1522069123,1522069060,1522069061). The project builds upon previous restoration
efforts for targeted weed control and planting of native trees and shrubs. Successful
knotweed control on the Cedar River, initiated by the Stewardship-in-Action program in
2010, has left large areas of protected land vulnerable to infestations by other noxious
weeds. This project will coordinate with the King County Noxious Weed Control Program
(KCNWCP) to control priority weeds, according to their best management practices.
15,000 native trees and shrubs will be planted across 24.8-acres of floodplain.
Additionally, the Greenway Trust will commit to engaging over 50 volunteers who will
contribute a minimum of 150 volunteer hours towards this project, expanding both
public awareness and community engagement in habitat restoration and salmon
recovery efforts. This project contributes to Lake WA/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed
(WRIA 8) Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan goals for restoration of complex edge
habitat. This project will help form a coalition model for long-term stewardship of public
lands on the Cedar River.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1150
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1204
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Project 26-1656

Pacific Conservation District
Riparian Maintenance

The Pacific Conservation District is completing an increasing amount of riparian
revegetation projects across Pacific County from the North River to the Long Beach
peninsula. Ongoing maintenance is necessary to ensure high survival rates of new
plantings. We propose funding the maintenance work that our crew does (currently 3
people) starting in the spring of 2027 through the next 3 years. This work would include
brush vegetation maintenance, mulching, fence maintenance, possibly some watering,
and interplanting to replace plant mortality. Tools and other supplies will be purchased
to make this work efficient. We currently have over 3.5 miles of stream under contract
and expect to add another 3-5 miles per year.

Project 26-1415

Willapa Bay Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group
Mill Creek-Willapa River Riparian Restoration

The Willapa Bay Fisheries Enhancement Group is proposing to restore a portion of the
Willapa River and Mill Creek riparian habitat located at their confluence. The property,
having been cleared for agricultural use, is currently dominated by blackberry vines,
reed canary grass with few alders/cedar/spruce and domestic trees. WBFEG proposes to
restore the riparian habitat by removal and treatment of invasive species (berry vines
and RCQG), followed by planting of a diverse selection of native large and small trees, and
various shrubs. Post planting, WBFEG will continue to perform needed stewardship to
assure seedling survival and development as well as continued efforts to control invasive
species. An intact riparian habitat has greater resiliency during flooding events and
provides critical habitat for wildlife and fish. The primary goal of the project is to restore
the riparian habitat such that it develops into high quality habitat over time.

Project 26-1726

Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Flume Creek Restoration Riparian Component

This reach of Flume Creek has an overabundance of reed canary grass. We want to
restore this riparian corridor to provide shade, protect water quality, reduce erosion and
enhance the overall habitat of the reach. The intent of this project is to restore
approximately 2,500 feet of Flume Creek with a focus on improving rearing habitat for
native Westslope Cutthroat Trout. This will be achieved through several means. First, the
addition of in-stream wood to provide cover and complexity. Second, reactivating an old
channel to provide additional channel complexity and alleviate pressure the creek is
currently exhibiting on infrastructure. These will be achieved through project 26-1457.
The third component is a robust riparian replanting effort. A considerable amount of the
riparian area is dominated by reed canary grass, providing little shade or other benefits
to the creek and the fish that live within it. This riparian planting project has been
specifically designed to include site specific plants that can be planted at different
locations within the project area, including within a powerline corridor, and still provide
benefits to the creek system and fish that inhabit it.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1656
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1415
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1726
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Project 26-1796

Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Kalispel Tribe's Indian Creek Native Plant Nursery

The Kalispel Tribe has a native plant nursery that raises riparian plants for use in
restoration. This nursery has lots of potential, but is in need of investment to improve
operations, increase efficacy and increase pace and scale to keep up with demand. We
are proposing the following improvements/enhancements to the Indian Creek Native
Plant Nursery. Greenhouse Mobile Irrigation (Three Systems)Water Trailer system Soil
Steaming System Tree Cooler Mobile Electric Fencing (Three Systems)Pots and Soill

Project 26-1170

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Lower Stillaguamish Riparian Stewardship at Leque

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife will work with Sound Salmon Solutions to
manage invasive species and foster native estuarine marsh vegetation recruitment to
support optimal habitat function of restoration trajectories for the benefit of threatened
juvenile Chinook , chum, pink, coho salmon, and bull trout. The project will fund riparian
invasive weed control within the intertidal flats and the emergent salt marshes of Leque
Island and DNR Aquatic Lands north of Leque. The goal of this project is to decrease the
colonization and domination of non-native invasive species that include Spartina
anglica, invasive cattail, knotweed and yellow flag iris. Utilizing integrated pest
management to control and eliminate seed production of these invasives through
manual and aquatic-approved herbicide application, will improve the development of
healthy and diverse native salt marsh vegetation. The goal of this project is to decrease
Spartina anglica to less than 2 plants per acre, eradicate knotweed and yellow flag iris to
restore natural vegetation critical for supporting Chinook salmon, as well as coho, chum
and pink salmon, steelhead/rainbow, bull and cutthroat trout. WDFW and Sound Salmon
Solutions will coordinate weed control efforts with Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians, The
Nature Conservancy, Snohomish County, the Department of Natural Resources, and the
Washington Department of Agriculture.

Project 26-1166

Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians
Lower Stillaguamish Estuary Stewardship

The Stillaguamish Tribe proposes to conduct post-restoration vegetation management
activities on their previously restored restoration sites at zis a ba | and II. This
stewardship project will enhance estuarine habitat by 1) taking an integrated pest
management approach combining manual removal of seeds followed by
aquatic-approved herbicide application targeting invasive cordgrass and non-native
cattail, and 2) installing supplemental plants where needed to jumpstart native marsh
establishment. The worksite is located in Port Susan Bay in the lower Stillaguamish Delta,
an Estuary Priority Area described in the Stillaguamish Watershed Chinook Salmon
Recovery Plan. The project goal is to improve rearing habitat for Chinook salmon, as well
as coho, chum, and pink salmon, steelhead/rainbow, bull, and cutthroat trout. Marshes
in Port Susan are critical to salmon recovery because large numbers of 10 of the 22
Chinook populations in the Puget Sound Evolutionarily Significant Unit rear in this
estuary.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1796
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Project 26-1176

The Nature Conservancy
Lower Stillaguamish Riparian Stewardship

The Nature Conservancy proposes an estuarine stewardship project in the emergent salt
marshes and associated tidal channel habitats of Port Susan Bay Preserve in the
Stillaguamish delta. The goal is to promote establishment and persistence of native
vegetation in restored estuarine marsh habitat by preventing colonization and
dominance of non-native invasive species. Invasive plant control promotes salmon
recovery and protects investments in estuary restoration. Diverse native estuarine marsh
plant communities support a complex channel network for juvenile salmon refuge from
predators and resting areas, as well as the associated food web critical for invertebrates
consumed by juvenile salmon. The worksite is located within the Estuary Priority Area
identified in the Stillaguamish Watershed Chinook Salmon Recovery Plan. Completing
proposed activities will benefit juvenile Chinook, chum, pink, and coho salmon and
various life stages of bull trout and coastal cutthroat trout. Invasive plant control
activities will follow an integrated pest management approach focused on hybrid cattail
(Typha x glauca) and Spartina spp., with coordinated early detection and rapid response
for other estuarine and riparian noxious weeds.

Project 26-1145

Thurston Conservation District
Scatter Creek, Southeast Headwaters, Riparian Restoration

Scatter Creek dries up in the summers. The headwater wetland in Cozy Valley was
ditched and drained for agricultural use over 100 years ago. Coho have been found in
this headwater valley in recent years, but summer water temperatures are lethal and
flows stop. This project will occur on two sites at the east end of the valley and use BDAs
to slow and spread flows over the valley bottom during the wet months. BDAs will also
catch sediment to aggrade the stream bottom, reduce incision, and raise the water
table. Pasture will be planted with tree and shrub species to restore sloped forested
wetland conditions. Large wood would be added to the planting area to increase habitat
complexity, organic matter, and water holding capacity. In addition, an eDNA sampling
plan has been drafted to identify the furthest extents of Coho in the system as well as
the potential barriers, with eight sampling locations starting on Scatter Creek on the
west side of Tenino below the railroad tracks every 1/2 mile to the east end of Cozy
Valley. Heernett is actively involved in outreach and education with their properties.
They host field trips for the Tenino School District and provide hands on, in the field
science lessons. This project will provide another opportunity for student engagement.

Project 26-1130

Tri-State Steelheaders Inc.
Walla Walla School District Riparian

Yellowhawk Creek and Garrison Creek are adjacent to, or flow through, three schools in
the Walla Walla School District. A fourth site owned by the WWSD is a park-like property
with playing fields and a popular walking path along Yellowhawk Creek. All of these sites
have had some level of riparian restoration in the last 20 years. However, without regular
stewardship, the benefits of the restoration investment are not being maximized, and
riparian buffer quality is declining. Yellowhawk and Garrison Creeks are distributaries of

10
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Mill Creek and tributaries of the Walla Walla River. Summer steelhead and spring
chinook adults in the Walla Walla River utilize Yellowhawk Creek to reach spawning
habitat in Mill Creek. Juvenile salmonids in Mill Creek utilize Yellowhawk Creek for
rearing and to reach the Walla Walla River on their outmigration. Garrison Creek
contributes to the water quality of the Walla Walla River, and lower Garrison Creek
provides juvenile rearing habitat for salmonids. As older trees are becoming decadent
and declining, recruitment of new riparian trees and shrubs is timely to continue to
provide shade on these salmonid-bearing streams. This restoration project will begin
stewardship of these four sites, to improve the quality of riparian buffers on 1.3 miles of
urban streams. Activities will include weed control and new plantings and provide
volunteer opportunities for local students and the community.

Project 26-1589

Whatcom Land Trust
South Fork Riparian Collaborative Restoration

This restoration project is a collaborative effort between Whatcom Land Trust and
Nooksack Indian Tribe and will enhance three degraded riparian habitat locations along
the Lower South Fork of the Nooksack River. The South Fork Nooksack River is a listed
impaired water body under the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) due to high summer
water temperatures and excessive sediment, which is detrimental to salmonid species
present including Endangered Species Act-listed spring Chinook salmon (Threatened),
winter steelhead (Threatened), and coho salmon (Species of Concern).This project will
restore 32.9 acres along 1.22 miles of streambank through planting native trees and
shrubs to establish a self-sustaining riparian forest, invasive species removal,
maintenance, and thinning of a 1.2-acre dense 25-year-old planting for increased forest
resilience. Planting designs emphasize survival and long-term resilience by
concentrating efforts along forest edges, using protective measures, and incorporating
mulch derived from forest thinning onsite to retain soil moisture. The primary goal is to
improve water quality and habitat conditions by increasing shade, reducing summer
stream temperatures, stabilizing banks, and supporting eventual large wood recruitment
for in-stream complexity. The project will benefit priority salmonid species, including
Chinook, coho, steelhead, pink, chum, and bull trout. Long-term monitoring,
maintenance, and adaptive management will ensure success.
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https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1589
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