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25-1361  Wild Salmon Center Improving Resilience of the Sol Duc .ot soleduc (20) Clallam $829,000 $829,000 eather
= Watershed Green
25-1372  Makah Tribe mz;f:g:o”th'a”ds Fish Passage Restoration  Soleduc (20) Clallam $900,000 $32,315  $932,315 Amee Bahr
. Pulling Together: Restoration and . Queets-Quinault Clallam, Heather
25-1386 1 Y [ R 1,512 233,1 1,745,4
S 0,000 Years Institute Resiliency Phase 7 estoration (21), Soleduc (20) Grays Harbor 21,512,365 »233,100 51,745,465 Green
25-1366  Hoquiam \é\;isstr:ﬂ(i:noqwam Dam Removal Restoration Lower Chehalis (22)  Grays Harbor  $2,000,000  $1,600,000 $3,600,000 Amee Bahr
Grays Harbor County Chehalis Basin Cooperative Weed . . Heather
25-1
5-1374 Weed Board Management Phase 4 Restoration Lower Chehalis (22)  Grays Harbor $723,780 $723,780 Green
Washington Department  Elk River Wildlife Area Forest . . Heather
25-1382 of Fish and Wildlife Restoration Restoration Lower Chehalis (22)  Grays Harbor $155,000 $155,000 Green
25-1365 Quinault Indian Nation Upper Quinault River Restoration: Restoration Queets-Quinault Jefferson $2,000,000 $2,000,000 Te'resa )
- Phase 7 (21) Miskovic
25-1383  Cowlitz Indian Tribe Grays Headwaters Restorationand .\ iy Grays-Elochoman i $1,993,000 $1,093,000 Heather
Planning Phase 2 (25) Green
25.1362  Facific Conservation Morrison Creek Restoration and Planning Willapa (24) Pacific $979,000 $979,000 Amee Bahr

District

Flood Resilience
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25-1387 L Planning Willapa (24) Pacific $1,148,000 $1,148,000 Amee Bahr
— District Improvement
e . th
251367 acific Conservation Middle Nemah Phase 2 Restoration ~ Restoration  Willapa (24) Pacific $2,000,000 $2,000,000 eather
District Green
25-1369 Sea Resources Government Road Estuary Bridge Restoration Willapa (24) Pacific $2,000,000 $2,000,000 Amee Bahr
Willapa Bay Regional L . .
25-1376  Fisheries Enhancement /2 WiakumRiver Restorationand - o vion  willapa (24) Pacific $1,423,000 $1,423,000 Heather
- Barrier Correction Green
Group
25-1393  Sea Resources Clearwater Creek Bridge Restoration Willapa (24) Pacific $1,800,000 $1,800,000 Amee Bahr
i i Heath
25.1360 ConterforNaturallands  Native Perennial Seed Bed Restoration  Upper Chehalis (23)  Thurston $255000 $1,020,000 $1,275,000 corner
Management Expansion Green
Ri i -Eloch Heath
25-1364  Columbia Land Trust Upper Grays River Community Acquisition Grays-Elochoman —\\ hkiakum  $2,000,000  $3,500,518 5,500,518 catner
= Forest Phase 1 (25) Green
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Project Descriptions (unedited)

Project 25-1361

Wild Salmon Center
Improving Resilience of the Sol Duc Watershed

This project will conduct an assessment and prioritization of sub-watersheds in the Sol
Duc River basin to prioritize restoration reaches and develop a list of prioritized
restoration projects. The process follows guidelines developed by the Coast Salmon
Partnership for Prioritized Watershed Restoration (PWR) plan development, and
includes: GIS assessment, development of watershed-specific goals, identification of
impairments to habitat forming processes, and identification of prioritized restoration
actions by sub-watershed. Additionally, the project will advance restoration designs at 7
locations previously identified as priority restoration locations through the Cold Water
Connection Campaign or the assessment and prioritization of legacy man-made fish
passage barriers originally developed by WDFW as part of their Salmon and Steelhead
Habitat Enhancement And Restoration program. We will complete restoration designs
for sites in the Sol Duc watershed, initiate invasive plant treatment, and complete the
cultural resources review process at those locations to prepare for future project
implementation. Designs will focus on the removal of artificial structures, replacement of
stream crossing structures where necessary for road infrastructure with climate
resilient/fish passable structures, and restore natural processes using low-tech, process-
based restoration methods. Target fish species are: Chinook, coho, chum, & sockeye
salmon; steelhead, rainbow, & cutthroat trout.

Project 25-1372

Makah Tribe
Makah Southlands Fish Passage Projects

This project includes fish passage barriers on the Makah Reservation. The Southland
Culvert Fish Passage Projects include replacement of five culverts on private forest roads
to open a total of 2.11 upstream miles of upstream fish habitat. The roads are currently
failing and at risk of failure, cutting off tribal reservation roads for hunting, gathering,
recreation, and timber hauling. Three of the culverts (Sites 2, 3, 4) are located on
tributaries to Petroleum Creek, that flows to the Pacific Ocean - replacing these three
culverts will open 1.6 miles of fish habitat total. The eDNA results have shown fish use
for the three sites are Chinook, coho, steelhead/rainbow trout, cutthroat, and sculpin.
Two of the culverts (Sites 1 & 5) are located on tributaries to the Tsoo-Yess River that
flows to the Makah Reservation and to the Pacific Ocean with 0.51 miles of upstream
habitat gain if replaced. The eDNA results have shown that steelhead/rainbow trout,
cutthroat, and sculpin utilize these streams. The Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) has completed soil sampling at all five sites to look at the suitability of the
material. NRCS is currently developing designs for the Makah Tribe for Sites 3 & 4, which
will be match for this project. NRCS has performed the engineer "type, size, and
location" recommendations for the sites that are used for cost estimation. This project
proposal will include engineering designs for Sites 1, 2, & 3 and replacement for all five
sites.


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/PRISM/Search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=25-1361
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/PRISM/Search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=25-1372
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Project 25-1386

10,000 Years Institute
Pulling Together: Restoration and Resiliency Phase 7

The Pulling Together in Restoration Project (PTIR) is a landscape-scale Jobs-in-
Restoration program working across multiple jurisdictions in three coastal counties
(Clallam, Jefferson, and Grays Harbor) and three WRIAs (20, 21, 22) to protect forest
regeneration and watershed resiliency by preventing and controlling invasive plant
species along the coast. Habitats protected and restored range from hilltop to valley
bottom - forested ridges and valley walls to riverine floodplains, stream-associated
wetlands, and coastal dunes, including off-channel fish refugia and rearing channels.
Priority species supported include all anadromous and resident fish in each of the
watersheds where naturally regenerative plant communities are given space to thrive
along with their entire terrestrial and aquatic food web, and the animals, birds,
amphibians, insects, and other biota that have evolved with salmon over the past 13,000
years since the region was glaciated. Also supported are the process-based inputs of
large and small wood, nutrients, and provision of shade and slope stability. Integrating
decades of adaptation, PTIR develops cutting-edge methods for effective and safe
containment, responds quickly to emerging or untreated needs, and engages in job
creation and community-based education and collaboration to address the challenges
of invasive species and their impacts to climate, habitats, natural resource -based
industries, salmon recovery, and community resiliency.

Project 25-1366

Hoquiam
West Fork Hoquiam Dam Removal Construction

The City of Hoquiam is working towards decommissioning the West Fork of the
Hoquiam River Dam and restoring the adjacent stream, thereby removing a major fish
passage barrier and opening up an additional 13 miles of critical upstream habitat. The
West Fork Dam is a diversion dam historically used as a secondary drinking water source
for the City. In tandem with developing plans for removing the dam, the City is working
to identify a replacement water supply source. The existing concrete diversion dam is
listed as the #2 priority fish passage barrier in the entire Chehalis Basin according to
WDFW's Chehalis Fish Passage Barrier Prioritization tool. The dam limits passage of
anadromous fish (Southwest Washington Coho Salmon, Searun Cutthroat trout,
Southwest Washington Winter Steelhead, Washington Coast Fall Chinook Salmon, Pacific
Coast Fall Chum Salmon) and transport of fish habitat benefitting sediment, wood, and
nutrients. The preliminary design and feasibility phase of the project is complete, and
the City received funding from NOAA and Washington State Department of Ecology
through final permitting and design phases. This City seeks additional funds for the
construction phase which will include decommissioning the dam and restoring the
surrounding stream.

Project 25-1374

Grays Harbor County Weed Board
Chehalis Basin Cooperative Weed Management Phase 4

The Chehalis Basin Cooperative Weed Management Phase |V is a landscape-scale
project focused on the education, prevention, and control of invasive species


https://secure.rco.wa.gov/PRISM/Search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=25-1386
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/PRISM/Search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=25-1366
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/PRISM/Search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=25-1374
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throughout the Chehalis Basin. This effort emphasizes collaboration among agencies,
land managers, and private landowners to protect environmental, economic, and
cultural resources. Building on the success of previous phases, Phase IV is essential to
sustaining and expanding these efforts. Work will occur across a range of habitats, with
priority given to knotweed control in riparian areas along the Wynoochee, Satsop, and
Chehalis Rivers, along with scotch broom, gorse, and phragmites management in coastal
dunes and shorelines. The project also supports natural resource protection through
education, outreach, and pit inspections, which help prevent new introductions and
spread into new areas through EDRR. Noxious weed control is critical to maintaining
resilient ecosystems. Knotweed, for example, degrades salmon habitat by outcompeting
native vegetation and preventing tree establishment. Healthy riparian trees provide
shade that maintains cool water temperatures, contribute woody debris that supports
juvenile salmon and their food sources, and stabilize streambanks to reduce erosion and
sedimentation. In contrast, knotweed damages infrastructure, forms monocultures,
reduces biodiversity, and offers minimal wildlife value. Other toxic species such as Tansy
ragwort are included in control for livestock and human health.

Project 25-1382

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Elk River Wildlife Area Forest Restoration

Project will involve forest management and restoration actions at recently acquired
parcels within the Elk River Wildlife Area. These interventions will accelerate the long-
term growth and development of more natural forest stand conditions to the primary
benefit of terrestrial and avian wildlife species (such as Marbled Murrelet). A 100+ acre
site will be thinned of overstocked conifers which will accelerate both tree and canopy
growth while selecting for a more natural mix of species. At both this site and a second
100-acre site, where hand-thinning has already occurred, mastication equipment will be
utilized to chip the felled trees into mulch. Mastication facilitates rapid decomposition of
the woody material, reduces the potential fire-hazard, and greatly expands utilization of
the treated areas by terrestrial wildlife (deer, elk, bear, porcupine, etc.) and some avian
species. Of secondary benefit is improvement to forest conditions above the city of
Westport's aquifer recharge zone.

Project 25-1365

Quinault Indian Nation
Upper Quinault River Restoration: Phase 7

The Upper Quinault River Restoration Project has protected and connected more than
eight miles of critical Blueback sockeye salmon spawning and rearing habitat in
Jefferson and Grays Harbor Counties, Washington. Phase 7 focuses on the Gilbertson-
Jylas reach, where engineered logjam (ELJ) structures will protect existing side channels,
diversify main-channel hydraulics and develop forested floodplain areas to extend a
corridor of complex habitat and intact floodplain that improves habitat quality and
quantity for Blueback and other salmonids. The flow and sediment redistribution directly
resulting from the Phase 7 ELJ installation will also reduce erosive forces at the recent
South Shore Road washout and contribute to long-term community flood resilience.
Together with previous phases, these structures will promote the geomorphic and
ecological processes required to sustain these species and the communities they
support. Realizing the co-benefits of creating local logging and construction jobs,
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investing in local infrastructure, and protecting recreational, commercial, and cultural
fisheries, this project will extend proven restorative actions across the entire Gilbertson-
Jylas reach and deliver durable habitat and community resilience benefits into the
future. The Quinault Indian Nation has now secured enough funding and capacity to
complete 50% of all Tier 1 ELJs in the ~10 miles of river below the Upper Quinault
bridge, which should be implemented by end of 2026.

Project 25-1383

Cowlitz Indian Tribe
Grays Headwaters Restoration and Planning Phase 2

The Cowlitz Indian Tribe proposes a restoration and design project that advances the
holistic "Intensive and Extensive" approach initiated through our 2018 WCRRI Grays
River Headwaters Restoration and Planning effort (#18-2162). This Phase 2 project will
develop five preliminary, process-based restoration designs across 10 miles of mainstem
and headwater tributaries in the Grays River watershed, located in Wahkiakum and
Pacific Counties. Grant funds will support design development and the acquisition of key
construction materials, including standing timber from local private and commercial
landowners and hundreds of 2-4 ton boulders from local quarries. The project's
overarching goal is to improve watershed function and reduce chronic sedimentation
and flooding impacts affecting priority habitats. Restoration actions will support ESA-
listed salmon and steelhead by improving habitat connectivity, quality, and resiliency.
The work will strengthen the coastal ecosystem and generate local economic benefits
through material sourcing and future construction activities.

Project 25-1362

Pacific Conservation District
Morrison Creek Restoration and Flood Resilience

This grant will fund a planning and Conceptual design project for Morrison Creek, a
small tributary to the lower Willapa River that flows through downtown South Bend in
Pacific County, Washington. The project will develop 30% conceptual designs for
improved salmon passage and regenerative water management, assessing alternatives
such as creek daylighting, wetland restoration, riparian enhancement, fish-passage
improvements, and green stormwater infrastructure. The overall goal is to improve
salmon habitat and water quality while reducing damaging flooding in downtown South
Bend and along US 101. Work will focus on highly altered urban stream, wetland, and
riparian habitats that historically formed a wetland complex beneath what is now the
downtown core. Priority species expected to benefit include coho salmon, fall chum
salmon, and winter steelhead trout, with additional benefits to other salmonids and
species using the lower Willapa River. Grant funds will support watershed assessment,
hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, identification of wetland, culvert, riparian, and green
stormwater opportunities, community and partner engagement, and preparation of 30
percent design drawings and a basis-of-design report for one or more preferred
alternatives. While the project does not directly build new recreation facilities, it is
intended to make downtown streets, sidewalks, and nearby public spaces safer and
more usable by reducing routine flood impacts.
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Project 25-1387

Pacific Conservation District
Skidmore Slough Fish Passage Improvement

Advance salmonid access and habitat restoration by redesigning Port of Willapa
Harbor's tide gate and culvert system at Skidmore Slough along the lower Willapa River.
Conduct Hydrologic and Hydraulic assessment, stakeholder engagement, preliminary
design for tide gate/culvert system and associated lands and permitting.

Project 25-1367

Pacific Conservation District
Middle Nemah Phase 2 Restoration

This project will continue the Middle Nemah River Priority Watershed Restoration
program by Phase 2 restoration actions in the upper watershed placing accumulations
of large wood by helicopter to improve habitat complexity. The Middle Nemah is a
moderate sized stream system utilized by chum, coho, Chinook and Steelhead. This
system is the Priority Watershed within the Willapa Bay watershed for the Willapa Bay
Lead Entity for Salmon Recovery. The Conservation District worked with Cramer Fish
Sciences and the landowner, WA DNR to assess habitat conditions throughout the
watershed, identify restoration opportunities and prioritize those actions with
stakeholders. Phase 1, 2 and 3 designs are complete. Funding has been secured for
Phase 1 implementation through a separate, earlier WCRRI proposal. Phase 4 design
work has not been funded for design yet.

Project 25-1369

Sea Resources
Government Road Estuary Bridge

Replacing the terribly undersized, heavily damaged, fish passage barrier culvert (5%
with one bridge (18" X 70", which will improve estuary functions and habitat. The
bridges were designed to address climate change, to allow for full tidal inundation to
the 75-acre estuarine wetland., fish passage in the .5 mile of stream habitat, fish passage
and fish use into the estuarine wetland, and to reconnect historic tidal channels. This
project will remove a 0% passable culvert from the unnamed tributary to the lower
Naselle River Estuary. The project proposes replace 5-foot wide by 5-foot tall by 79.5-
foot-long corrugated metal pipe with one steel bridge, that will be at a minimum a
single-lane 18 ft wide x 70ft in length with turnouts on both ends Design large woody
debris complexes to be installed in old scour holes that are on both the upstream and
downstream end of the culvert. Currently, every tidal exchange a whirlpool suction is
created.

Project 25-1376

Willapa Bay Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group
Niawiakum River Restoration and Barrier Correction

The Willapa Bay Fisheries Enhancement Group is proposing to restore critical salmon
habitat along the lower Niawiakum River, just upstream of the Niawiakum River Natural
Area Preserve near Bay Center, Washington. At the upstream end of the project, two
partial barrier culverts currently block fish passage. The project will remove these
culverts and replace them with a full-spanning bridge, opening 3.77 miles of existing
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high-quality rearing habitat for coho, chum, steelhead, and cutthroat trout.The 3,500-
foot project reach immediately downstream of the barrier has been heavily degraded by
historic logging and road construction. The stream is incised, lacks spawning gravels,
and is severely lacking in habitat complexity. The project will install a significant amount
of large woody material to recruit and stabilize spawning gravels, aggrade and lift the
incised streambed, create deep pools and low-velocity refuges, and dramatically
improve fish passage throughout the reach. These actions will result in a dramatic
increase of high-quality spawning and rearing habitat that is currently missing. The
project directly supports regional chum salmon recovery priorities in WRIA 24. Grant
funds will be used for final design and full project construction.

Project 25-1393

Sea Resources
Clearwater Creek Bridge

This project will remove two 75 year old 5' round (79.5 ft long) undersized tidally
influenced barrier culverts (corrugated metal) and replace them with a 50' x 18' steel
bridge with turnouts at either end. Removing the barrier culverts will open up 5.1 miles
of salmonid habitat and restore full tidal influence to the 10.0 acres estuarine wetland. It
will provide passage for: Coho, Chinook, Steelhead, lamprey, Chum and all estuary
species. These culverts were reviewed by WDFW using their Tidal Influence Assessment
tool. These culverts are a fish passage barrier and block full tidal inundation to the
estuary upstream of the culverts. The culverts are approximately 33-0% passable. With
these culverts being tidally influenced, the normal passability scale is not appropriate.
Tidal culverts need to be 90% passable to all species, at all life stages when water is
present. Every tidal exchange there is a whirlpool suction that is created.

Project 25-1360

Center for Natural Lands Management
Native Perennial Seed Bed Expansion

The Washington Prairies are one of the rarest ecosystems in the U.S. They host a range
of species that are globally rare and in danger of extinction. For over a decade, CNLM's
Conservation Seed Farm and Nursery worked with restoration ecologists to provide
genetically appropriate seed to enhance habitat for threatened species; yet there
remains a shortage of seeds in the Chehalis River Basin. An important next step in
recovery for these species must be establishing genetically appropriate seed beds to
supply affordable materials for restoration efforts. Investment in native prairie seed will
make the largest and most immediate impact in the habitat restoration efforts for these
critically imperiled and declining populations. This 3-yr funding structure allows
additional acreage of native plants to be established every year, slowly and sustainably
ramping up production to expand and establish seed beds to the farms' full footprint
capacity. The funding will support farm staff, plug production grown both at CNLM's
Nursery and contracted through the Sustainability in Prisons Project's Nursery, and the
supplies and equipment usage required to expand farm production. This plan involves
prioritizing perennial plants that may take longer to establish but are essential for
Taylor's Checkerspot Butterfly and Mazama Pocket Gopher. This funding would match a
proposed REPI-funded project to expand perennial native plant production at CNLM's
seed farm.
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Project 25-1364

Columbia Land Trust
Upper Grays River Community Forest Phase 1

Columbia Land Trust will use grant funds to acquire +/- 1,000 acres of industrial
timberland in the Willapa Hills of Pacific and Wahkiakum counties on behalf of the
Upper Grays River Community Forest. Community Forest land ownership will help
protect and restore watershed ecology in the Grays River, preserve ecosystem services,
enhance North Pacific Maritime Mesic-Wet Forest habitat connectivity, reduce
hazardous wildfire risk, and return economic and recreational benefits directly to the
community. Key species that will benefit from this project include steelhead and
federally threatened Chinook, chum, and coho salmon, which have been negatively
impacted for decades from increased sediment loads stemming from intensive forestry
practices along erodible hills along the Grays River. Forestland acquisition and
sustainable management by the Community Forest is expected to decrease
sedimentation into the Grays River and increase forest cover. These changes in forestry
practices through Community Forest management will benefit Endangered Species Act
listed marbled murrelet habitat connectivity. This project represents the first acquisition
for the Community Forest, and the most important step toward long term benefits
including local jobs, salmon recovery, stable slopes, generational forests, Tribal and
recreational access (including but not limited to fishing, hunting, and hiking), and
revenue to Pacific and Wahkiakum counties that supports community needs.
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