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What’s New in 2026? 

Nonhighway Road—Non-motorized—Off-road Vehicle Categories 

Purpose 

The program provides grants to plan, buy, develop, and maintain land and facilities that 
support a range of outdoor recreation related to trails and back-roads. 

Who may apply? 

• Cities and towns 
• Counties 
• Federal agencies 
• Native American Tribes 
• Off-road vehicle nonprofits (in off-road vehicle category only) 
• Special purpose districts 
• State agencies 

Is a plan required? 

An outdoor recreation comprehensive plan is needed to apply, except for a maintenance 
and operation grant proposal. Plans are due September 1, 2026. See Manual 2: Planning 
Guidelines. 

When are applications due? 

November 3, 2026 

When are grants awarded? 

June 2027 estimated 

What types of projects are eligible? 

• Land acquisition 
• Development or renovation 



What’s New in 2026? 
 

• Maintenance and operation 
• Planning 

What are the grant limits? 

• Nonhighway Road and Nonmotorized Categories: $200,000. 
• Off-Road Vehicle Category: a maintenance and operation project is limited to 

$350,000, no limit for other project types. 

How much match must the project sponsor contribute? 

None. However, project scores are weighted to reward projects that include a matching 
share from non-government contributions. 

How is the project evaluated? 

An advisory committee reviews and scores a written application and the applicant par-
ticipates in a question-and-answer session. 

What’s new this year? 

• Acquisition of land currently or previously managed by a public entity is eligible. 
• Electrical vehicle charging equipment is an eligible element. 
• All applicants address the evaluation criteria in PRISM Online. 
• Some high-ranking maintenance grants may be extended to four years. 
• Earnest or option payments incurred before the execution of a grant agreement 

are an eligible pre-agreement cost if they are applied to the purchase price of the 
land acquired. 

• The time to complete the acquisition in a combination project was extended to 
eighteen months. 

• The grant limit for maintenance projects in the Off-Road Vehicle Category was in-
creased to $350,000. 

• Appraisal waiver requirements were modified. 
• Question-and-answer sessions with evaluators are not required and will not be 

offered for maintenance projects. A ten-minute mandatory question-and-answer 
session with evaluators still is required for each acquisition, development, and 
planning project. 

• The per acre or property caps on noxious weed control cost were removed. 
• The evaluation criteria was updated. 
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