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At a Glance 
Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program 

Purpose 

The program provides funding to preserve and develop outdoor recreation 
resources, including parks, trails, and wildlife lands. Projects must be in an urban 
area of twenty-five thousand or more people or on lands administered by a 
federally recognized Native American Tribe. 

Who may apply? 

• Cities and towns 

• Counties 

• Federally recognized Native American Tribes 

• Special purpose districts 

• State agencies 

• Urban Indian organizations and non-federally recognized Native American 
Tribes 

Is a plan required? 

A comprehensive outdoor recreation plan is due July 1, 2026. See Manual 2: 
Planning Guidelines. 

When are applications due? 

August 7, 2026 

When are grants awarded? 

May-June 2028 estimated 

What types of projects are eligible? 

• Acquisition 

• Development or renovation 

• Combination of acquisition and development or renovation 

What are the grant limits? 

• $300,000 to $15 million 
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How much match must the project sponsor contribute? 

50 percent or 1:1 ratio 

How is the project evaluated? 

A national review panel evaluates written applications and scores the projects. 

What’s new this year? 

• Grants will be offered every year through 2030. 

• Federally recognized Native American Tribes may submit applications 
directly to the National Park Service. 

• Urban Indian organizations and non-federally recognized Tribes are 
eligible to apply. They may apply through the Recreation and Conservation 
Office or through an eligible Native American Tribe. 

• Eligible project locations were updated, such that projects must be in a 
qualifying area, defined as any of the following: 

o An urban area with a population of twenty-five thousand or more. 

o Two or more adjacent urban areas with a combined population of 
twenty-five thousand or more. 

o Any area administered by a federally recognized Native American 
Tribe. 

• The merit review criteria and scoring rubric were simplified. 

• The time to complete the acquisition in a combination project was 
extended to eighteen months. 

• Electrical vehicle charging equipment is now an eligible element. 
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