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What’s New in 2026? 

Recreational Trails Program 

Purpose 

This program provides grants to develop, renovate, or maintain recreational trails and 
their amenities that provide a backcountry experience, for motorized and nonmotorized 
uses. Grants also are used to educate visitors about proper trail use. 

Who may apply? 

• Cities and towns 
• Counties 
• Federal agencies 
• Native American Tribes 
• Nonprofit trail organizations 
• Special purpose districts 
• State agencies 
• School districts 

Is a plan required? 

No 

When are applications due? 

November 3, 2026 

When are grants awarded? 

June 2027 estimated and pending federal funding 

What types of projects are eligible? 

• Education 
• Development 
• Maintenance 
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What are the grant limits? 

• Education: $5,000-$20,000 
• Development and maintenance: $5,000-$150,000 

How much match must the project sponsor contribute? 

20 percent minimum 

How is the project evaluated? 

An advisory committee reviews the written application materials and scores the project. 

What’s new this year? 

• Added electrical vehicle charging equipment as an eligible element 
• Updated application questions in PRISM Online 
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