
Preliminary Ranking
Community Forests Program
2027-2029

Rank Score
Project Number 

and Type1 Grant Applicant Project Name
Grant 

Request
Applicant 

Match Total
1 51.77 26-1460 A Great Peninsula Conservancy Green Mountain Community Forest $3,000,000 $600,000 $3,600,000

2 51.75 26-1849 A Mount Adams Resource Stewards Mount Adams Community Forest: East Valley Tract $3,000,000 $600,000 $3,600,000

3 51.62 26-1558 A Columbia Land Trust Upper Grays River Community Forest Phase 1 $3,000,000 $3,410,000 $6,410,000

4 50.00 26-1780 A Montesano City Forest Expansion $1,825,000 $323,000 $2,148,000

5 49.93 26-1824 A Wilkeson Wilkeson Community Forest $3,000,000 $530,000 $3,530,000

6 49.57 26-1821 C Outdoor Discovery Project Carbon Canyon Community Forest $3,000,000 $1,569,000 $4,569,000

7 49.43 26-1553 A Great Peninsula Conservancy Divide Community Forest Phase 2 $3,000,000 $1,656,000 $4,656,000

8 49.23 26-1770 A Tulalip Foundation Kimball Creek Ancestral Forest $1,264,000 $750,000 $2,014,000

9 49.00 26-1479 A Whatcom Land Trust Stewart Mountain Community Forest Phase 3 $3,000,000 $1,286,000 $4,286,000

9 49.00 26-1781 A Nisqually Community Forest Nisqually Community Forest Phase 5 $3,000,000 $536,000 $3,536,000

11 46.85 26-1624 A Whidbey Camano Land Trust Holmes Harbor Community Forest $3,000,000 $1,631,000 $4,631,000

12 43.92 26-1833 A Hoquiam Failor Lake Community Forest $2,983,000 $527,000 $3,510,000

13 42.58 26-1369 A Grays Harbor County Community Neighborhood Forest Extension $1,783,000 $315,000 $2,098,000
1Project Type: A=Acquisition, C=Combination Total $34,855,000 $13,733,000 $48,588,000



Evaluation Scores
Community Forests Program
2027-2029

Question 1 2 3 4 5

Rank

Project 
Number and 

Type1 Project Name Forestland Benefits Public Benefits
Stewardship and 

Management
Development and 

Restoration

Community 
Engagement and 

Support Total
Point Range 0-15 0-15 0-15 0-3 0-15

1 26-1460 A Green Mountain Community Forest 13.08 12.92 12.77 13.00 51.77

2 26-1849 A Mt. Adams Community Forest: East Valley Tract 13.25 13.25 12.83 12.42 51.75

3 26-1558 A Upper Grays River Community Forest Phase 1 13.00 13.38 12.08 13.15 51.62

4 26-1780 A Montesano - City Forest Expansion 11.75 12.75 13.25 12.25 50.00

5 26-1824 A Wilkeson Community Forest 11.79 12.71 12.50 12.93 49.93

6 26-1821 C Carbon Canyon Community Forest 12.07 12.36 10.14 2.57 12.43 49.57

7 26-1553 A Divide Community Forest Phase 2 12.21 12.14 11.64 13.43 49.43

8 26-1770 A Kimball Creek Ancestral Forest 12.54 11.69 12.08 12.92 49.23

9 26-1781 A Nisqually Community Forest Phase 5 12.08 12.85 12.15 11.92 49.00

9 26-1479 A Stewart Mountain Community Forest Phase 3 12.29 12.43 11.43 12.86 49.00

11 26-1624 A Holmes Harbor Community Forest 11.85 11.69 11.31 12.00 46.85

12 26-1833 A Failor Lake Community Forest 11.08 11.83 10.33 10.67 43.92

13 26-1369 A Community Neighborhood Forest Extension 10.92 10.83 11.08 9.75 42.58

Evaluators score questions 1-5.
1Project Type: A=Acquisition, C=Combination



Community Forests Program 
Project Summaries (In Rank Order) 
 
 

Great Peninsula Conservancy Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Conserving Green Mountain Community Forest 

The Great Peninsula Conservancy will use this grant to help buy seven hundred acres of 
the Green Mountain Community Forest bordering Bremerton. The land is the heart of a 
larger 1,260-acre community forest—one of the last sizeable tracts in central Kitsap—
that will be managed to support logging, wildlife habitat, and outdoor recreation. 
Nestled in a matrix of 15,000 acres of protected and commercial forestlands, the lands 
has been managed to Forest Stewardship Council standards for more than a decade, 
and has diverse tree species and age classes and well-maintained roads. The forest also 
contains the headwaters of Chico Creek, the most productive salmon system on the 
Kitsap Peninsula. Wetland complexes on the land supply groundwater storage and cool 
water in the summer that support habitat for steelhead trout, a species listed under the 
federal Endangered Species Act as well as other salmon species. Part of the popular 
Ueland Tree Farm, the forest includes a trail system for non-motorized activities and is 
well-used by more than eight thousand annual visitors for hiking, mountain biking, and 
horseback riding. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of project 26-1460. 

Mount Adams Resource Stewards Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Expanding the Mount Adams Community Forest 

The Mount Adams Resource Stewards will use this grant to buy 1,283 acres to expand 
the Mount Adams Community Forest. This is the first purchase of a larger, 6,440-acre 
expansion of the community forest. The land to be purchased is dominated by high-
quality tree growing sites and varied ages of mixed conifer stands and plantations. The 
community forest is managed for community priorities that include sustainable timber 
harvest, wildfire resiliency, public access and recreation, wildlife habitat, and 
maintenance of the rural character of the region. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for 
more information and photographs of project 26-1849. 

Columbia Land Trust Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Creating the Upper Grays River Community Forest 

The Columbia Land Trust will use this grant to buy 960 acres of forest to create the 
Upper Grays River Community Forest. Just north of the Columbia River on the border of 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1460
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1849


Pacific and Wahkiakum Counties, the community forest’s mission is to acquire and 
manage working forests in the upper Grays River watershed to provide sustainable 
economic, environmental, and community benefits for the people of Pacific and 
Wahkiakum Counties. Community values include forest management for local jobs and 
revenue for public services; public and Tribal access for fishing, hunting, hiking, and 
other recreation; steep slope stabilization to stem erosion and downstream flooding; 
and healthy rivers and streams for endangered fish habitat. Visit RCO's online Project 
Snapshot for more information and photographs of project 26-1558. 

Montesano Grant Requested: $1,825,000 
Expanding the Montesano City Forest 

The City of Montesano will use this grant to buy 330 acres of forestland in Grays Harbor 
County, surrounded by the Montesano City Forest. This purchase will expand the city 
forest and provide an additional public access point to the forest from the northwest 
edge. The city's forest management plan prioritizes sustainable working forest 
management, protection of priority species’ habitats, expanded shoreline protections to 
support wildlife and reduce flooding risks and impacts, and expand recreational 
opportunities. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of project 26-1780. 

Wilkeson Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Creating the Wilkeson Community Forest 

The Town of Wilkeson will use this grant to buy 440 acres of forestland to create the 
Wilkeson Community Forest in Pierce County. The purchase will protect a working 
forest, conserve critical salmon habitat, and provide expanded and permanent public 
recreation opportunities within walking distance from town. The land contains a mature 
streamside forest, an upland conifer forest, and about ten acres of lake and wetlands 
that support Chinook and coho salmon, steelhead and bull trout, elk, beaver, 
amphibians, and other forest-dependent wildlife. The community forest will provide new 
recreation opportunities for the public, including hiking, biking, and nature viewing, and 
cultural access for Tribal members. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of project 26-1824. 

Outdoor Discovery Project Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Creating the Carbon Canyon Community Forest 

The Outdoor Discovery Project will use this grant to buy 1,370 acres for a community 
forest in the Carbon River valley next to Mount Rainier National Park in Pierce County. 
The group will build a campground with day-use areas, a small parking lot, and hiking 
trails with interpretive elements. The area is home to several fish and bird species listed 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1558
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1780
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1824


under the federal Endangered Species Act including Chinook salmon, bull trout, marbled 
murrelet, and northern spotted owl. The group will work with the local community to 
expand wildlife habitat and increase biological diversity in the Carbon River watershed 
by shifting forest management to promote old-growth forest. In addition to the 
environmental and recreational benefits, the forest also will provide jobs and support 
the local shift to a tourism-based economy. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of project 26-1821. 

Great Peninsula Conservancy Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Expanding the Divide Community Forest 

Great Peninsula Conservancy will use this grant to help buy at least 278 acres of 
forestland in north Kitsap County to expand the 467-acre Divide Community Forest. The 
lands to be purchased are regionally important as the last remaining unprotected large 
forest holdings in a mosaic of more than ten thousand acres of forestland and parkland. 
The purchase will safeguard and improve recreation access, provide forest management 
opportunities, and connect important wildlife habitat. Visit RCO's online Project 
Snapshot for more information and photographs of project 26-1553. 

Tulalip Foundation Grant Requested: $1,264,000 
Creating the Kimball Creek Ancestral Forest 

The Tulalip Foundation, alongside the Tulalip Tribes Natural and Cultural Resources 
Department, will use this grant to buy six hundred acres in the upper Skykomish River 
watershed to create the Kimball Creek Ancestral Forest. The land is in King County, 
within the Tulalip Tribes' ancestral lands and primary Usual and Accustomed Area under 
the 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott. As a significant tributary of Money Creek and next to the 
Alpine Lakes Wilderness, the forest is home to Endangered Species Act-listed steelhead 
and bull trout and important wildlife species such as black-tailed deer, mountain goat, 
black bear, and grouse. The purchase will prevent development and protect community-
wide benefits of water quality, cold-water sources for downstream salmon, and 
biologically diverse habitat. Kimball Creek Ancestral Forest will provide the public and 
Tribal members opportunities for hiking, fishing, hunting, gathering, and other 
traditional uses, as well as scrambling access for Temple and Cleveland Mountains in 
neighboring Mount Baker Snoqualmie National Forest. Visit RCO's online Project 
Snapshot for more information and photographs of project 26-1770. 

Whatcom Land Trust Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Expanding Stewart Mountain Community Forest 

Whatcom Land Trust will use this grant to buy 758 acres along McCarty and Standard 
Creeks in Whatcom County to expand Stewart Mountain Community Forest. The land 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1821
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1553
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1770


includes productive working forest, steep forested slopes, salmon-bearing tributaries to 
the South Fork Nooksack River, and extensive habitat along waterways that supports 
watershed function, fish and other wildlife, and climate resilience. The purchase expands 
the 2,146-acre community forest and brings the land trust closer to the long-term vision 
of conserving about 5,500 acres under community ownership. The project protects 
critical headwater forests that influence water quality, summer streamflows, and salmon 
habitat in the South Fork Nooksack River watershed. It also expands connectivity with 
previously protected lands and public forests. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for 
more information and photographs of project 26-1479. 

Nisqually Community Forest Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Expanding the Nisqually Community Forest 

The Nisqually Community Forest, a nonprofit, will use this grant to buy 581 acres of 
commercial timberlands and fish habitat to expand the 5,501-acre Nisqually Community 
Forest, which it owns and manages with the Nisqually Indian Tribe. The land is on the 
flanks of Mount Rainier and includes almost all North Fork Busy Wild Creek. Busy Wild 
Creek is the headwaters of the Mashel River, which is the largest tributary to the 
Nisqually River and is ranked a high priority for protection and restoration in salmon 
and steelhead trout recovery plans. Both species are listed as threatened with extinction 
under the federal Endangered Species Act. The plan for the forest is to restore its old-
growth forest characteristics, support local family-wage forestry jobs, extend education 
and research programs, and allow public use for mountain biking, hunting, hiking, and 
cross-country skiing. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more information and 
photographs of project 26-1781. 

Whidbey Camano Land Trust Grant Requested: $3,000,000 
Establishing the Holmes Harbor Community Forest 

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust will use this grant to buy 184 acres on South Whidbey 
Island to create the Holmes Harbor Community Forest. The purchase will protect high-
quality forest and shoreline habitat in the largest remaining block of forestland on the 
island. The grant will enable the purchase of three properties that will form the core of 
the community forest. This work contributes to a long-term vision of conserving more 
than one thousand acres of forest. Where feasible, the land trust will develop public 
access, including multiuse trails. Restoration of the forest will benefit a wide range of 
wildlife, including pileated woodpeckers; great horned, screech, and northern saw-whet 
owls; bald eagles; osprey; and western toad, a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 
the Washington State Wildlife Action Plan. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for more 
information and photographs of project 26-1624. 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1479
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1781
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1624


Hoquiam Grant Requested: $2,983,000 
Creating Failor Lake Community Forest 

The City of Hoquiam will use this grant to buy 680 acres of forestland from Rayonier 
Timber to ensure the land continues to be managed as forestland, is maintained with 
the highest standard of environmental stewardship, and expands recreational access to 
the public. The land is next to the 6,500-acre City of Hoquiam's Watershed, which is a 
city-owned forest managed for both logging and to protect drinking water, and near 
Failor Lake, which is owned by the Department of Fish and Wildlife and offers fishing 
with limited access. The Failor Lake Community Forest will allow the City to expand its 
drinking water protection area, expand public access opportunities, and ensure that the 
forest is managed for timber harvest forever. Visit RCO's online Project Snapshot for 
more information and photographs of project 26-1833. 

Grays Harbor County Grant Requested: $1,783,000 
Expanding a Community Neighborhood Forest 

Grays Harbor County will use this grant to buy about one hundred sixty acres of state-
owned forestland next to the Seabrook community to preserve it as a publicly owned 
working community forest. The purchase will protect the forest from conversion to non-
forest uses and preserve public access, logging, and long-term forest health. The land is 
next to forty acres of county-owned forestland. Forest inventory, reforestation, thinning, 
habitat protection, and logging will restore productivity, improve forest health, enhance 
wildlife habitat, and support long-term stewardship. The property contains an 
established public trail system that the County intends to preserve. Visit RCO's online 
Project Snapshot for more information and photographs of project 26-1369. 

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1833
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=26-1369
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